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1
TANTALUM CARBIDE-COATED CARBON
MATERIAL AND MANUFACTURING
METHOD FOR SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material having a carbon substrate and a tantalum
carbide coating film formed thereon, and a manufacturing
method of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material.

BACKGROUND ART

Tantalum carbide is heat resistant and gas etching resistant.
Therefore a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material formed
by coating a carbon material with a tantalum carbide film is
used for components of an apparatus for manufacturing
single crystal semiconductor such as Si, SiC, and GaN.

According to Patent Literature 1, because a tantalum car-
bide layer is amorphous, the anisotropy of the tantalum car-
bide crystal is lowered so that the size of a chemically or
physically weak part is reduced on the surface of the tantalum
carbide layer. On the other hand, a tantalum carbide coating
film recited in Patent Literature 2 is arranged so that the
corrosion resistance and the thermal shock resistance of a
tantalum carbide-coated carbon material are improved by
specifically developing the (220) plane corresponding to the
diffraction peak of tantalum carbide observed by X-ray dif-
fraction as compared to other Miller planes.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent No. 3938361
Patent Literature 2: Japanese Patent No. 3779314

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

As described above, the tantalum carbide layer recited in
Patent Literature 1 is amorphous. Furthermore, in the tanta-
Ium carbide coating film recited in Patent Literature 2, crystal
grains have already been transformed from amorphous to
crystal but small crystal grains are coagulated. As such, there
are enormous grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide layers
of Patent Literatures 1 and 2.

Because the grain boundaries of tantalum carbide tend to
capture residual substances, the amount of residual sub-
stances in the tantalum carbide coating film increases as the
number of grain boundaries increases. Furthermore, the grain
boundaries have a lower strength than crystal grains. For this
reason, destruction tends to occur from such grain boundaries
at high temperatures. Furthermore, the residual substances
are released along the grain boundaries, thereby forming
voids on the surface of the tantalum carbide coating film. For
these reasons, the life of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material is short when the tantalum carbide coating film of
Patent Literatures 1 and 2 having enormous grain boundaries
is used.

In the meanwhile, a tantalum carbide coating film is typi-
cally formed on the surface of a carbon substrate while sup-
porting the carbon substrate from below by a jig. In this
regard, because no tantalum carbide coating film is formed at
apart where the carbon substrate contacts the jig, the tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material is not heat resistant and gas
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etching resistant at this part. To solve this problem, the tan-
talum carbide coating film is formed on the entire surface of
the carbon substrate by changing the position of the jig, in
each tantalum carbide coating film formation process.

However, in case where the tantalum carbide coating film
process recited in Patent Literatures 1 and 2 is carried out
plural times, impurities are released from a tantalum carbide
coating film which is the base in the second and subsequent
tantalum carbide coating film formation processes, with the
result that an impurity gas is trapped between two subsequent
tantalum carbide coating films. For this reason, a newly-
formed tantalum carbide coating film is easily peeled off from
a tantalum carbide coating film which is the base. Impurities
can be removed from the underlying tantalum carbide coating
film which is the base, by means of thermal treatment thereof.
However, the crystallinity of the tantalum carbide coating
film is increased on account of the thermal treatment. As a
result, the new tantalum carbide coating film and the under-
lying tantalum carbide coating film are different in the crys-
tallinity. It is therefore difficult to cause the new tantalum
carbide coating film to closely contact the underlying tanta-
lum carbide coating film.

An object of the present invention is therefore to provide a
tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a tantalum
carbide coating film in which the number of grain boundaries
is small. In addition to this, another object of the present
invention is to provide a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material having a tantalum carbide coating film which is not
easily peeled off.

Solution to Problem

According to the present invention, a tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material includes: a carbon substrate; and a
tantalum carbide coating film on which the carbon substrate is
provided, the tantalum carbide coating film having a maxi-
mum peak value of at least 80 degrees in an orientation angle
of'a (311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of tanta-
lum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction.

According to the present invention, because the tantalum
carbide coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80
degrees in the orientation angle of the (311) plane corre-
sponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction, mainly existing in the tan-
talum carbide coating film are crystal grains having the (311)
planes that are in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate
which is a part of the tantalum carbide coating film. Because
this results in the tantalum carbide coating film constituted by
sufficiently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains, the num-
ber of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film is
considerably reduced as compared to conventional cases. A
fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film is
therefore obtained, and the life of the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material is extended.

According to the present invention, the tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material is arranged so that the tantalum car-
bide coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80
degrees in an orientation angle of a (220) plane corresponding
to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by
the X-ray diffraction. Because of this, mainly existing in the
tantalum carbide coating film are crystal grains having the
(220) planes that are in parallel to the surface of the carbon
substrate which is a part of the tantalum carbide coating film.
Because this results in the tantalum carbide coating film con-
stituted by sufficiently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains,



US 9,322,113 B2

3

the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film is considerably reduced as compared to conventional
cases.

In addition to the above, preferably, the sum of diffraction
intensities of the (311) plane and the (220) plane of tantalum
carbon crystals in the X-ray diffraction is not lower than 0.5
and not higher than 0.9 as compared to the sum total of
diffraction intensities of all crystal planes of the tantalum
carbon crystals in the X-ray diffraction. This provides a tan-
talum carbide coating film in which the tantalum carbide
crystal grains are sufficiently grown and the number of grain
boundaries is significantly reduced.

In addition to the above, preferably, the intensity of a
diffraction line corresponding to the (311) plane or the (220)
plane in a X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide
coating film is the maximum. This makes it possible to reduce
the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, preferably, in the X-ray diffraction
pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film, a half value width
of' the diffraction line of the (220) plane or the (311) plane is
0.2 degrees or lower. Because this results in the tantalum
carbide coating film having high crystallinity and constituted
by sufficiently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains, the
number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating
film is considerably reduced as compared to the conventional
cases.

According to the present invention, a tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material is arranged to include: a carbon sub-
strate; and a tantalum carbide coating film on which the
carbon substrate is provided, crystal grains constituting the
tantalum carbide coating film gradually increase in size from
a surface of the carbon substrate toward the outer surface of
the tantalum carbide coating film. With this, the degree of
close contact between the tantalum carbide coating film and
the carbon substrate is improved, whereas the number of
grain boundaries is significantly reduced.

In addition to the above, according to the present invention,
a production method of a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material by forming a tantalum carbide coating film on a
carbon substrate includes: a crystalline nucleus formation
step of forming tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei on a sur-
face of the carbon substrate; and a crystal growth step of
carrying out crystal growth of the tantalum carbide crystalline
nuclei after the crystalline nucleus formation step, the crystal
growth step having a heating step of gradually increasing a
production temperature.

According to the method of the present invention, tantalum
carbide crystalline nuclei are formed in the concaves of the
carbon substrate surface, and the crystallinity of the tantalum
carbide coating film is gradually improved by gradually
increasing the production temperature in the crystal growth
step. Because this makes it possible to form a tantalum car-
bide coating film fitting to the irregularities of the carbon
substrate surface, the tantalum carbide coating film is not
easily peeled off from the carbon substrate, and the number of
grain boundaries is small in the tantalum carbide coating film
as compared to the conventional cases because the crystallin-
ity is improved around the outer surface of the tantalum
carbide coating film.

In addition to the above, preferably, in the crystalline
nucleus formation step, the tantalum carbide crystalline
nuclei are formed at temperatures of 850 to 950 degrees
Celsius. Because of this, sufficient tantalum carbide crystal-
line nuclei are formed in the concaves of the carbon substrate
surface and a tantalum carbide coating film fitting to the
irregularities on the surface of the carbon substrate is
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4

obtained, with the result that the degree of close contact
between the tantalum carbide coating film and the carbon
substrate is improved.

In addition to the above, preferably, the heating step
involves a temperature difference of 50 degrees Celsius or
more. With this, a tantalum carbide coating film fitting to the
irregularities of the surface of the carbon substrate is obtained
at around the surface of the carbon substrate, whereas a tan-
talum carbide coating film with grown crystal grains and a
small number of grain boundaries is obtained at around the
outer surface of the tantalum carbide coating film.

In addition to the above, preferably, after the heating step,
the production temperature at the end of the heating step is
maintained. This makes it possible to deposit a tantalum
carbide coating film having grown crystal grains. Therefore a
tantalum carbide coating film including fewer grain bound-
aries and having a desired thickness as compared to conven-
tional cases is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, in the heating step, the
production temperature is increased at a constant rate. With
this, rapid improvement in the crystallinity of the tantalum
carbide crystal grains is prevented and hence the peeling off
of' the tantalum carbide coating film is prevented. As a result,
the crystallinity of the tantalum carbide coating film is gradu-
ally improved.

In addition to the above, according to the present invention,
in a production method of a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material by forming a tantalum carbide coating film on a
carbon substrate through a tantalum carbide coating film for-
mation process, the tantalum carbide coating film formation
process includes: a first formation process of forming a first
tantalum carbide coating film on a surface of the carbon
substrate; and a second formation process of forming at least
one tantalum carbide coating film on the first tantalum car-
bide coating film, the first tantalum carbide coating film hav-
ing a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in an orien-
tation angle of a (311) plane corresponding to a diffraction
peak of tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction.

According to the present invention, the number of grain
boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film formed by the
tantalum carbide coating film formation process is signifi-
cantly small as compared to the conventional cases, and no
impurities are released from the tantalum carbide coating film
in the tantalum carbide coating film formation process.
Therefore no impurity gas is trapped between the base tanta-
lum carbide coating film and the new tantalum carbide coat-
ing film. Furthermore, the crystallinity of the base tantalum
carbide coating film rarely changes in response to thermal
treatment, and hence the crystallinity of the base film is sub-
stantially identical with the crystallinity of the new tantalum
carbide coating film. The base tantalum carbide coating film
and the tantalum carbide coating film therefore closely con-
tact each other because of the substantially no difference in
the crystallinity. Furthermore, because the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in the orientation angle of the (311) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined X-ray
diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide coating
film are crystal grains having the (311) planes that are in
parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of the tantalum carbide coating film. Because the growth of
the crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide coating
film is facilitated, the number of grain boundaries in the
tantalum carbide coating film is significantly reduced as com-
pared to the conventional cases. A fine-grained high-strength
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tantalum carbide coating film is therefore obtained, and the
life of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material is
extended.

In addition to the above, preferably, the first formation
process and the second formation process are performed
while supporting a coating object by a support, and an
uncoated part of the coating film formed by the support in the
first formation process is coated in the second formation
process. With this, the tantalum carbide coating film is formed
on the entire surface of the carbon substrate.

In addition to the above, the first formation process
includes: a crystalline nucleus formation step of forming
tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei on a surface of the carbon
substrate; and a crystal growth step of carrying out crystal
growth of the tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei after the
crystalline nucleus formation step, and the crystal growth step
includes: a heating step of gradually increasing a production
temperature. On this account, tantalum carbide crystalline
nuclei are formed in the concaves of the carbon substrate
surface, with the result that a tantalum carbide coating film
fitting to the irregularities of the carbon substrate surface is
formed. This makes it possible to obtain a tantalum carbide
coating film which is not easily peeled off from a carbon
substrate. Furthermore, the crystallinity of the tantalum car-
bide coating film is gradually improved by gradually increas-
ing the production temperature in the crystal growth step. As
a result, the crystallinity is developed at around the surface of
the tantalum carbide coating film, and therefore a tantalum
carbide coating film having a small number of grain bound-
aries as compared to the conventional cases is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in an orientation angle of a (220) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by the
X-ray diffraction. On this account, mainly existing in the
tantalum carbide coating film are crystal grains having the
(220) planes that are in parallel to the surface of the carbon
substrate which is a part of the tantalum carbide coating film.
Because the growth of the crystal grains constituting the
tantalum carbide coating film is facilitated, the number of
grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film is sig-
nificantly reduced as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, preferably, the sum of intensities
of diffraction lines corresponding to the (311) plane and the
(220) plane in a X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum
carbide coating film is not lower than 0.5 and not higher than
0.9 as compared to the sum total of the intensities of diffrac-
tion lines corresponding to all crystal planes of the tantalum
carbide in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum car-
bide coating film. With this, a tantalum carbide coating film
constituted by sufficiently-grown tantalum carbide crystal
grains is obtained, and therefore the number of grain bound-
aries in the tantalum carbide coating film is significantly
reduced as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, preferably, the intensity of the
diffraction line corresponding to the (311) plane or the (220)
plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide
coating film is the maximum. This makes it possible to reduce
the number of grain boundaries of the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, preferably, the half value width of
the diffraction line of the (311) plane or the (220) plane in the
X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film
is not higher than 0.12 degrees. Because this results in the
formation of the tantalum carbide coating film having high
crystallinity and constituted by sufficiently grown tantalum
carbide crystal grains, the number of grain boundaries in the
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tantalum carbide coating film is considerably reduced as
compared to the conventional cases.

According to the present invention, a production method of
a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material by forming a tan-
talum carbide coating film on a carbon substrate includes: a
tantalum coating film formation process of forming a tanta-
lum coating film on a surface of the carbon substrate; and a
carburizing process of carburizing the tantalum coating film.

According to the present invention, a tantalum coating film
is formed on the surface of a carbon substrate and this tanta-
Ium coating film is transformed to a tantalum carbide coating
film. This significantly reduces the number of grain bound-
aries in the tantalum carbide as compared to the conventional
cases Furthermore, because the tantalum coating film is
formed first on the carbon substrate, the tantalum coating film
is softened under a high temperature environment, with the
result that the tantalum carbide coating film fits to the irregu-
larities on the surface of the carbon substrate. A tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material having a fine-grained high-
strength tantalum carbide coating film and closely contacting
the carbon substrate is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum coating
film formation process and the carburizing process are
repeated in this order plural times. This makes it possible to
easily change the thickness of the tantalum carbide coating
film.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum coating
film formation process is repeated plural times. With this, the
thickness of the tantalum coating film is changeable

In addition to the above, preferably, in the carburizing
process, the carburizing is carried out at temperatures of 1700
degrees Celsius to 2500 degrees Celsius. With this, a tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material which is not easily worn
under high-temperature environments is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, a thermal expansion
coefficient of the carbon substrate is 6.5-8.0x10~%K. With
this, the thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon substrate
is close to the thermal expansion coefficient of the tantalum
carbide, and hence a thermal stress applied to the tantalum
carbide coating film is reduced. It is therefore possible to
obtain a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a
tantalum carbide coating film which is not easily peeled off
from a carbon substrate.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum coating
process is carried out while supporting a coating object by a
support, and an uncoated part formed by the support in an
initial tantalum coating film formation process is coated in a
second or subsequent tantalum coating film formation pro-
cess. With this, the tantalum carbide coating film is formed on
the entire surface of the carbon substrate.

According to the present invention, a production method of
forming a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material by form-
ing a tantalum carbide coating film on a carbon substrate
through a tantalum carbide coating film formation process
includes: a first tantalum carbide coating film formation pro-
cess of forming a first tantalum carbide coating film through
a tantalum coating film formation process of forming a tan-
talum coating film on a surface of the carbon substrate and a
carburizing process of carburizing the tantalum coating film;
and a second tantalum carbide coating film formation process
of forming a new second tantalum carbide coating film on the
first tantalum carbide coating film.

With this, a tantalum coating film is formed on the surface
of a carbon substrate, a first tantalum carbide coating film is
formed by transforming the tantalum coating film into a tan-
talum carbide coating film, and a second tantalum carbide
coating film is formed on the first tantalum carbide coating
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film. In this way, a tantalum carbide coating film succeeding
to the crystal orientation of the first tantalum carbide coating
film is easily formed, and the number of grain boundaries is
significantly reduced in the tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material as compared to the conventional cases. As a result, a
tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film is
obtained. Furthermore, by differentiating the production
method of the second tantalum carbide coating film from the
production method of the first tantalum carbide coating film,
only the tantalum carbide coating film formation process is
required as a production process of the first tantalum carbide
coating film, which requires the tantalum coating film forma-
tion process and the carburizing process.

In addition to the above, preferably, in the carburizing
process, the carburizing of the tantalum film is carried out at
temperatures of 1700 degrees Celsius to 2500 degrees Cel-
sius. With this, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material
which is not easily worn under high-temperature environ-
ments is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, a thermal expansion
coefficient of the carbon substrate is 6.5-8.0x10~%K. With
this, the thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon substrate
is close to the thermal expansion coefficient of the tantalum
carbide, and hence a thermal stress applied to the tantalum
carbide coating film is reduced. It is therefore possible to
obtain a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a
tantalum carbide coating film which is not easily peeled off
from a carbon substrate.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in an orientation angle of a (311) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray
diffraction. With this, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide
coating film are crystal grains having the (311) planes that are
in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of'the tantalum carbide coating film. This makes it possible to
obtain a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating
film in which the number of grain boundaries is small.

In addition to the above, preferably, the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in an orientation angle of a (220) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by the
X-ray diffraction. With this, mainly existing in the tantalum
carbide coating film are crystal grains having the (220) planes
that are in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which
is a part of the tantalum carbide coating film. This makes it
possible to obtain a fine-grained high-strength tantalum car-
bide coating film in which the number of grain boundaries is
small.

In addition to the above, preferably, the sum of diffraction
intensities of the (311) plane and the (220) plane in a X-ray
diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film is not
lower than 0.5 and not higher than 0.9 as compared to the sum
total of the intensities of diffraction lines corresponding to all
crystal planes of the tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffraction
pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film. With this, a
tantalum carbide coating film constituted by sufficiently-
grown tantalum carbide crystal grains is obtained, and there-
fore a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide film in
which the number of grain boundaries is small is obtained.

In addition to the above, preferably, the intensity of the
diffraction line of the (311) plane in the X-ray diffraction
pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film is the maximum.
With this, a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide film
in which the number of grain boundaries is small is obtained.
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In addition to the above, preferably, the half value width of
the diffraction line of the (311) plane in the X-ray diffraction
pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film is not higher than
0.12 degrees. With this, a tantalum carbide coating film con-
stituted by sufficiently-grown tantalum carbide crystal grains
is obtained, and therefore a fine-grained high-strength tanta-
lum carbide film in which the number of grain boundaries is
small is obtained.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

In the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material of the
present invention, because the tantalum carbide coating film
has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in the
orientation angle of the (311) plane corresponding to a dif-
fraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray
diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide coating
film are crystal grains having the (311) planes that are in
parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of the tantalum carbide coating film. Because this results in
the tantalum carbide coating film constituted by sufficiently
grown tantalum carbide crystal grains, the number of grain
boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film is consider-
ably reduced as compared to conventional cases. A fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film is there-
fore obtained, and the life of the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material is extended.

According to the production method of the tantalum car-
bide-coated carbon material of the present invention includ-
ing the crystalline nucleus formation step and the crystal
growth step, tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei are formed in
the concaves of the carbon substrate surface, and the crystal-
linity of the tantalum carbide coating film is gradually
improved by gradually increasing the production temperature
in the crystal growth step. Because this makes it possible to
form a tantalum carbide coating film fitting to the irregulari-
ties of the carbon substrate surface, the tantalum carbide
coating film is not easily peeled off from the carbon substrate,
and the number of grain boundaries is small in the tantalum
carbide coating film as compared to the conventional cases
because the crystallinity is improved around the outer surface
of the tantalum carbide coating film.

In addition to the above, according to the production
method of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material of the
present invention including the first formation process and the
second formation process, the number of grain boundaries in
the tantalum carbide coating film formed in the tantalum
carbide coating film formation process is significantly small
as compared to the conventional cases, and no impurities are
released from the tantalum carbide coating film at the time of
the formation of a new tantalum carbide coating film. There-
fore no impurity gas is trapped between the base tantalum
carbide coating film and the new tantalum carbide coating
film. Furthermore, the crystallinity of the base tantalum car-
bide coating film rarely changes at the time of the formation
of the new tantalum carbide coating film, and hence the crys-
tallinity of the base film is substantially identical with the
crystallinity of the new tantalum carbide coating film. The
base tantalum carbide coating film and the tantalum carbide
coating film therefore closely contact each other because of
the substantially no difference in the crystallinity.

In addition to the above, according to the production
method of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material of the
present invention including the tantalum coating film forma-
tion process and the carburizing process, by forming a tanta-
lum coating film on the surface of a carbon substrate and
transforming this tantalum coating film into a tantalum car-



US 9,322,113 B2

9

bide coating film, the number of grain boundaries in the
tantalum carbide is significantly reduced as compared to the
conventional cases. Furthermore, because the tantalum coat-
ing film is formed first on the carbon substrate, the tantalum
coating film is softened under a high temperature environ-
ment, with the result that the tantalum carbide coating film fits
to the irregularities on the surface of the carbon substrate. A
tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film and
closely contacting the carbon substrate is obtained.

In addition to the above, according to the production
method of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material of the
present invention including the first tantalum carbide coating
film formation process and the second tantalum carbide coat-
ing film formation process, a tantalum coating film is formed
on the surface of a carbon substrate, a first tantalum carbide
coating film is formed by transforming the tantalum coating
film into a tantalum carbide coating film, and a second tanta-
lum carbide coating film is formed on the first tantalum car-
bide coating film. In this way, a tantalum carbide coating film
succeeding to the crystal orientation of the first tantalum
carbide coating film is easily formed, and the number of grain
boundaries is significantly reduced in the tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material as compared to the conventional
cases. As a result, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material
having a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating
film is obtained. Furthermore, by differentiating the produc-
tion method of the second tantalum carbide coating film from
the production method of the first tantalum carbide coating
film, only the tantalum carbide coating film formation process
is required as a production process of the first tantalum car-
bide coating film, which requires the tantalum coating film
formation process and the carburizing process

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[FIG. 1] outlines a high-frequency induction heater.

[FIG. 2] shows how a tantalum carbide coating film is
formed.

[FIG. 3] shows how a tantalum carbide coating film is
formed.

[FIG. 4] shows how a tantalum carbide coating film is
formed.

[FIG. 5] is a schematic cross section of a tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material of the present invention.

[FIG. 6] schematically shows a method of measuring an
orientation angle of a crystal plane of tantalum carbide.

[FIG. 7] outlines an apparatus for measuring gas perme-
ability.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

[FIG.

8(a)] shows results of Examples 1-4.
8(b)] shows results of Examples 1-4.
9] shows a result of Example 3.
10] shows results of Examples 5 and 6.
11] shows results of Examples 5 and 6.
12] shows a result of Example 6.
13] shows results of Examples 7 and 8.
14] shows results of Examples 7 and 8.
[FIG. 15] shows a result of Example 7.
[FIG. 16] shows a result of the tantalum coating film of
Example 9.
[FIG. 17] shows a result of Example 9.
[FIG. 18] shows a result of Example 9.
[FIG. 19] shows a result of Example 9.
[FIG. 20] shows a result of the tantalum carbide coating
film which is the base in Example 10.
[FIG. 21] shows a result of the tantalum carbide coating
film which is the base in Example 10.
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10
[FIG. 22] shows a result of Example 10.
[FIG. 23] shows a result of Example 10.
[FIG. 24] shows a result of Example 10.
[FIG. 25] shows a result of Comparative Example 1.
[FIG. 26] shows a result of Comparative Example 1.
[FIG. 27] shows a result of Comparative Example 1.
[FIG. 28] shows a result of Comparative Example 3.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The following will describe a preferred embodiment of the
present invention with reference to figures.

The present embodiment deals with a production method
of a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material first, and then
deals with a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material pro-
duced by the method.

[Production Method of Tantalum Carbide-Coated Carbon
Material |

(Formation Method (1) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film by
CVD Treatment)

The following describes a formation process of a tantalum
carbide coating film by CVD treatment. In the present
embodiment, the method uses an apparatus shown in FIG. 1.
The formation method of the tantalum carbide coating film is
not limited to CVD. Conversion (CVR), thermal spraying, or
physical vapor deposition (PVD) may be used instead of
CVD. First, a high-frequency induction heater shown in FIG.
1 will be described.
<High-Frequency Induction Heater>

As shown in FIG. 1, the high-frequency induction heater
has a CVD reaction chamber. The CVD reaction chamber
indicates an internal space formed by walls of a graphite
furnace (not illustrated) which is wrapped up by an insulating
material (not illustrated), functions as a, inductive load, and is
provided inside a duplex silica tube. Outside the silica tube is
provided a heater having a high frequency coil (induction
coil). The space in the CVD reaction chamber is heated by the
high frequency coil. At one end of the CVD reaction chamber
is provided a gas introduction tube through which material
gas is introduced. At the other end of the CVD reaction
chamber is formed an exhaust port. This exhaust port is con-
nected to an exhaust pipe through which gas in the CVD
reaction chamber is exhausted. The exhaust pipe is provided
with a variable valve at a part which is close to the exhaust
port. The pressure inside the CVD reaction chamber is adjust-
able by the variable valve. On the upstream of the CVD
reaction chamber is provided a gas flow controller. The gas
flow of material gas introduced into the CVD reaction cham-
ber is adjusted by the gas flow controller.

Now, referring to FIG. 2, a method of producing a tantalum
carbide coating film by using the high-frequency induction
heater shown in FIG. 1 will be described.
<Pretreatment in Formation Method of Tantalum Carbide
Coating Film>

First, the pressure in the CVD reaction chamber is reduced
and then degassing and CVD treatment are carried out in this
order. One or more carbon substrate 1 is provided in the CVD
reaction chamber (see FIG. 2(a)), and the pressure in the CVD
reaction chamber is reduced to about 0.1-0.01 Torr (13.33
Pa-1.333 Pa). Thereafter, degassing is carried out by heating
the internal space of the CVD reaction chamber. More spe-
cifically, after hydrogen gas is introduced at 7000 cc/min into
the CVD reaction chamber, the internal space of the CVD
reaction chamber is heated to about 1100 degrees Celsius.
Degassing of the CVD reaction chamber is carried out in this
way.
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<Formation of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film>

Now, a formation process of the tantalum carbide coating
film by CVD treatment will be described. The internal space
of the CVD reaction chamber shown in FIG. 1 is kept at
850-1100 degrees Celsius, and the pressure of the internal
space is reduced to 10 Torr (1333 Pa) or lower by operating
the variable valve. Thereafter, as material gas, halogen com-
pounds of tantalum such as tantalum pentachloride (TaCls)
and hydrocarbon gas such as methane (CH,) are introduced
into the CVD reaction chamber. Furthermore, as carrier gas,
for example, argon gas, hydrogen gas, or a mixture thereof is
supplied.

The purity of the argon gas and hydrogen gas is preferably
99.99% or greater and the oxygen content is preferably not
higher than 5 ppm. Under the conditions above, a tantalum
carbide coating film 2 is formed on the surface of the carbon
substrate (see FIG. 2(5)). In this connection, the C/Ta ratio in
the tantalum carbide coating film 2 preferably falls within the
range of 1.0-2.0. Furthermore, the carbon source of the mate-
rial gas supplied to the CVD reaction chamber is preferably 2
to 25 times larger than the tantalum source.

When both argon gas and hydrogen gas are supplied, the
reaction expressed by the reaction formula (1) below occurs
on account of thermal decomposition reaction of a mixed gas
of tantalum pentachloride, methane gas, and hydrogen gas.
The tantalum carbide generated by this reaction is deposited
on the surface of the carbon material, with the result that the
tantalum carbide coating film is formed.

[Formula 1]

2TaCly+2CH,+H,—>2TaC+10HCI (1)

Note that, in the case of hydrocarbon, the smaller the
molecular weight is, the larger the activation energy is and the
higher the reaction temperature is.

For this reason, for CVD treatment at about 850 degrees
Celsius or higher, methane CH, or ethane C,Hy is suitable.

While the reaction of the reaction formula (1) progresses,
impurities exist at the grain boundaries of the tantalum car-
bide coating film. When the material is chloride, the impuri-
ties are predominantly chloride impurities. In this regard, the
inventors recognize that the impurities (predominantly chlo-
ride impurities) are released from the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film when the temperature is about 850 degrees Celsius or
higher. In the present embodiment, as described above, the
CVD treatment (the process of forming the tantalum carbide
coating film) is carried out at 850-1100 degrees Celsius. For
this reason, the impurities are released from the coating film
at the same time as the formation of the film. The impurity
concentration in the tantalum carbide coating film is therefore
reduced. With this, no impurities are released from the tanta-
lum carbide coating film after the film formation. One can
understand why no impurities are released from the tantalum
carbide coating film after the film formation because no voids
are formed on the surface of the tantalum carbide coating film
after thermal treatment at 1600 degrees Celsius or higher.

Now, an improvement over the above-described formation
method (1) of the tantalum carbide coating film by CVD
treatment will be described.

(Formation Method (2) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film by
CVD Treatment)

This method is a production method of a tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material by forming a tantalum carbide coating
film on a carbon substrate, and includes a crystalline nucleus
formation step of forming tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei
on the surface of the carbon substrate and a crystal growth
step for causing the crystal growth of the tantalum carbide
crystalline nuclei after the crystalline nucleus formation step.
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The crystal growth step includes a heating step of gradually
increasing the production temperature (hereinafter, heating).
The higher the CVD treatment temperature is, the larger the
tantalum carbide crystal grains are and the fewer the grain
boundaries of the tantalum carbide coating film are. However,
when the CVD treatment is carried out at 950 degrees Celsius
or higher, the crystal grains of the tantalum carbide coating
film are larger than the diameters of pores on the surface of the
carbon substrate. Furthermore, because the time interval
between the crystalline nucleus formation to the nucleus
growth is shortened as the CVD treatment temperature is
increased, the crystal growth step progresses at the crystalline
nuclei formed at protrusions on the carbon substrate surface
but the crystalline nucleus formation does not occur at the
concaves on the carbon substrate surface. This decreases the
contact area between the tantalum carbide coating film and
the carbon substrate, with the result that the degree of close
contact is deteriorated. Furthermore, because the tantalum
carbide coating film is not softened at high temperatures like
tantalum coating films so as to fit to the irregularities on the
carbon substrate surface, the contact area cannot be increased
by a thermal treatment.

In the meanwhile, when the CVD treatment temperature is
low, before the crystalline nuclei formed at the protrusions of
the carbon substrate shift to the crystal growth step, sufficient
crystalline nuclei are formed at the concaves of the carbon
substrate surface and the crystal growth thereof'is achieved. It
is therefore possible in this case to obtain a tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material having a high degree of close contact.
For the reason above, the method is arranged so that, after the
formation of tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei at the inside
of concaves and at protrusions on the surface of the carbon
substrate by CVD treatment at a temperature lower than 950
degrees Celsius, preferably lower than 930 degrees Celsius
(crystalline nucleus formation step), the crystal growth of the
crystalline nuclei is promoted (crystal growth step) by gradu-
ally increasing the CVD treatment temperature (heating
step). In this connection, in the crystalline nucleus formation
step, the temperature at which the tantalum carbide crystal-
line nuclei are formed is preferably at 850-950 degrees Cel-
sius. This makes it possible to form sufficient tantalum car-
bide crystalline nuclei inside the concaves of the carbon
substrate surface, with the result that a tantalum carbide coat-
ing film fitting to the irregularities on the surface of the carbon
substrate is obtained.

In addition to the above, the production temperature is
preferably unchanged after the heating step. This makes it
possible to deposit a tantalum carbide coating film having
grown crystal grains, and therefore a tantalum carbide coating
film including fewer grain boundaries and having a desired
thickness as compared to conventional cases is obtained. As
such, a tantalum carbide coating film having a desired thick-
ness is obtained such that the treatment temperature is kept at
950 degrees Celsius or higher after the production tempera-
ture is increased. In addition to the above, in the heating step,
preferably the production temperature is gradually increased
for 50 degrees Celsius or more, and more preferably for 100
degrees Celsius or more. With this, a tantalum carbide coating
film fitting to the irregularities of the surface of the carbon
substrate is obtained at around the surface of the carbon
substrate, whereas a tantalum carbide coating film with
grown crystal grains and a small number of grain boundaries
is obtained at around the outer surface of the tantalum carbide
coating film. In addition to the above, it is preferable in the
heating step to increase the production temperature at a con-
stant rate. This prevents the obstruction to crystal grain
growth in the tantalum carbide coating film on account of
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rapid change of crystallinity. Because a tantalum carbide
coating film fitting to the irregularities on the surface of the
carbon substrate is obtained by the arrangement above, the
degree of close contact between the tantalum carbide coating
film and the carbon substrate is improved.

The crystal grains grown by the method above gradually
increase in size from around the carbon substrate surface
toward the outer surface of the tantalum carbide coating film.
The crystal grains are considered to be polygonal in shape.
This is achieved by gradually improving the crystallinity of
the tantalum carbide coating film by the gradual increase in
the temperature in the furnace in CVD treatment.

The heating step of gradually increasing the temperature in
the furnace is preferably stopped when the thickness of the
tantalum carbide coating film reaches 5 um, more preferably
when the thickness is 3 jum or less from starting the crystalline
nucleus. When the heating is too rapidly done, crystalline
nuclei are not sufficiently formed at the concaves of the sur-
face of the carbon substrate, with the result that the improve-
ment in the close contact of the tantalum carbide coating film
is not achieved. On the other hand, when the heating is too
slowly done, the number of grain boundaries is large in the
coating film.

Now, an improvement of the above-described formation
methods (1) and (2) of the tantalum carbide coating film by
CVD treatment will be described.

(Formation Method (3) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film by
CVD Treatment)

According to this method, a tantalum carbide-coated car-
bon material with multiple coating is formed by conducting
the above-described formation method (1) of the tantalum
carbide coating film by CVD treatment twice or more. The
method includes a first formation process of forming a first
tantalum carbide coating film on the surface of a carbon
substrate and a second formation process of forming a new
tantalum carbide coating film once or more on the first tanta-
lum carbide coating film. In the method using CVD treat-
ment, because the formation of a tantalum carbide coating
film is carried out while a carbon substrate is supported by a
jig (support), no tantalum carbide coating film is formed at a
contact surface between the carbon substrate and the jig. For
this reason, the position of the support is changed so that the
uncoated part formed in the initial tantalum carbide coating
film formation process due to the support is coated in the
second or subsequent tantalum carbide coating film forma-
tion process. This makes it possible to coat the entire surface
of the carbon substrate by the tantalum carbide coating film.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3(a), the carbon sub-
strate 21 is provided in an unillustrated reaction chamber
while being supported from below by a supporting rod 25
(jig). Thereatfter, the carbon substrate 21 is subjected to the
CVD treatment so that a first tantalum carbide coating film 22
is formed on the surface of the carbon substrate 21 (first film
formation process in FIG. 3(b)). At this stage, no tantalum
carbide coating film 22 is formed at the contact surface
between the carbon substrate 21 and the supporting rod 25.

Subsequently, as shown in FIG. 3(¢), the position at which
the supporting rod 25 supports the carbon substrate 21 is
changed to a part having the tantalum carbide coating film 22
thereon. Then the CVD treatment is carried out under the
same conditions as the first film formation process, with the
result that the second tantalum carbide coating film 23 is
formed on the surface of the tantalum carbide coating film 22
as shown in FIG. 3(d) (second film formation process). With
this, the tantalum carbide coating film 23 is formed on the
surface of the tantalum carbide coating film 22, with the result
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that the tantalum carbide coating film is formed on the entire
surface of the carbon substrate 21.

In this regard, the tantalum carbide coating film 22 prefer-
ably has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in the
orientation angle of the (311) plane corresponding to a dif-
fraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray
diffraction. Furthermore, the half value width of the diffrac-
tion line of the (311) plane is preferably not higher than 0.12
degrees. When a new tantalum carbide coating film is formed
on the above-described tantalum carbide coating film, the
crystal growth in the new tantalum carbide coating film 23
succeeds to that of the crystal grains in the tantalum carbide
coating film 22 which is the base, with the result that the
tantalum carbide coating film 22 and the tantalum carbide
coating film 23 form a non-individual body. This prevents the
new tantalum carbide coating film 23 from being peeled off
from the base tantalum carbide coating film 22. Furthermore,
because the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum car-
bide coating film 22 is significantly small as compared to
conventional cases, no impurities are released from the tan-
talum carbide coating films 22 and 23 formed in the respec-
tive tantalum carbide coating film formation processes. For
this reason, no impurity gas is trapped between the base
tantalum carbide coating film 22 and the new tantalum car-
bide coating film 23. Furthermore, the crystallinity ofthe base
tantalum carbide coating film 22 rarely changes at the time of
the formation of the new tantalum carbide coating film (i.e., at
the time of the CVD treatment), and hence the crystallinity of
the base film 22 is substantially identical with the crystallinity
of the new tantalum carbide coating film 23. The base tanta-
lum carbide coating film 22 and the tantalum carbide coating
film 23 therefore closely contact each other because of the
substantially no difference in the crystallinity.

On the other hand, when a new tantalum carbide coating
film is formed by CVD treatment on a tantalum carbide coat-
ing film which does not have the arrangement above, impu-
rities are released from the base tantalum carbide coating film
during the CVD treatment, with the result that impurity gas
may be trapped between the new tantalum carbide coating
film and the base tantalum carbide coating film. In the forma-
tion of the new tantalum carbide coating film (i.e., at the time
of CVD treatment), the crystallinity of the base tantalum
carbide coating film is improved and a difference between
this crystallinity and the crystallinity of the tantalum carbide
coating film becomes significant. This causes a problem of
peeling off of the new tantalum carbide coating film.

In addition to the above, the tantalum carbide coating film
22 preferably has the following characteristics in order to
improve the degree of close contact of the tantalum carbide
coating films 22 and 23. That is to say, the tantalum carbide
coating film 22 preferably has a maximum peak value of at
least 80 degrees in the orientation angle of the (220) plane
corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction. Because in this case the
number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating
film formed in each tantalum carbide coating film formation
process is significantly small as compared to conventional
cases, no impurities are released from the tantalum carbide
coating film 22. Furthermore, the sum of the intensities of the
diffraction lines corresponding to the (311) plane and the
(220) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum
carbide coating film 22 is preferably not lower than 0.5 and
not higher than 0.9 as compared to the sum total of the
intensities of the diftraction lines corresponding to all crystal
planes of the tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffraction pattern
of'the tantalum carbide coating film 22. Because this results in
the tantalum carbide coating film 22 constituted by suffi-



US 9,322,113 B2

15

ciently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains, the number of
grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film 23 is
considerably reduced as compared to conventional cases. In
addition to the above, the intensity of the diffraction line
corresponding to the (311) plane or the (220) plane in the
X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film
22 is preferably maximized. This makes it possible to reduce
the number of grain boundaries of the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film 22 as compared to the conventional cases. Further-
more, the half value width of the diffraction line of the (311)
plane or the (220) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the
tantalum carbide coating film is preferably not higher than
0.12 degrees. Because this results in the tantalum carbide
coating film 22 having high crystallinity and constituted by
sufficiently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains, the num-
ber of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film
23 is considerably reduced as compared to the conventional
cases.

It is noted that, in the formation of a tantalum carbide
coating film by CVD, it is possible to change the speed of the
growth of the coating film, the crystallinity, thickness, the
sizes of crystal grains constituting the coating film, and the
orientation of the crystals, by changing the CVD conditions
such as a temperature, a pressure, each gas flow, and a pro-
cessing time or by suitably combining these conditions. The
CVD treatment conditions may be arbitrarily changed by a
person skilled in the art, and such changes do not restrict the
present invention.

Now, a formation method of a tantalum carbide coating
film, which is different from the above-described formation
method of the tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treat-
ment, will be described.

(Formation Method (4) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film)
This method includes a tantalum coating film formation
method of forming a tantalum coating film on a carbon sub-
strate and a carburizing process for carburizing the tantalum
coating film. The method will be detailed below with refer-
enceto FIG. 4. First, a carbon substrate 31 shown in FIG. 4(a)
is provided. Then, as shown in FIG. 4(5), a tantalum coating
film is formed on the surface of the carbon substrate 31
(tantalum coating film formation process). Then the tantalum
coating film is carburized (carburizing process). As a result,
as shown in FIG. 4(c), the tantalum coating film is trans-
formed to the tantalum carbide coating film 32.

Now, the tantalum coating film formation process and the
carburizing process above will be detailed.

(Tantalum Coating Film Formation Process)

The formation of the tantalum coating film is carried out
by, for example, chemical vapor deposition (CVD) using an
apparatus shown in FIG. 1. The tantalum source is, for
example, halogen compounds of tantalum such as tantalum
pentachloride (TaCly). Described below is chemical vapor
deposition (CVD) using a high-frequency induction heater
shown in FIG. 1. It is noted that the formation method of the
tantalum coating film is not limited to CVD. Conversion
(CVD), thermal spraying, or physical vapor deposition
(PVD) may be used instead of CVD. It is also noted that the
method of using the apparatus shown in FIG. 1 may not be
fully explained below for avoiding redundancy.
<Pretreatment in Formation Method of Tantalum Coating
Film>

One or more carbon substrate 1 is provided in a CVD
reaction chamber (see FIG. 4(a)), and the pressure inthe CVD
reaction chamber is reduced to about 0.1-0.01 Torr (13.33
Pa-1.333 Pa). Then degassing is carried out by heating the
internal space of the CVD reaction chamber. More specifi-
cally, after introducing hydrogen gas at 7000 cc/min into the
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CVD reaction chamber, the internal space of the CVD reac-
tion chamber is heated to about 1100 degrees Celsius. The
degassing of the CVD reaction chamber is carried out in this
way.

<Formation Method of Tantalum Coating Film Using High-
Frequency Induction Heater>

Now, a formation process of a tantalum coating film by
CVD treatment will be described. The pressure in the CVD
reaction chamber is reduced to 10 Torr (1333 Pa) or lower by
keeping the temperature in the CVD reaction chamber to be
about 800 degrees Celsius or higher and operating the vari-
able valve. Thereafter, as material gas, a tantalum halogen
compound such as tantalum pentachloride (TaCls) is intro-
duced into the CVD reaction chamber at a flow rate of 10-20
sccm. Furthermore, as carrier gas, argon gas, hydrogen gas, or
a mixture thereof is introduced, for example. It is noted that
the unit [sccm] indicates an amount (cm?) of gas flowing in a
minute under standard conditions. Under the conditions
above, a tantalum coating film is formed on the surface of the
carbon substrate 1 (see FIG. 4(5)).

It is noted that, in the formation of a tantalum coating film
by CVD, it is possible to change the speed of the growth of the
coating film, the crystallinity, thickness, the sizes of crystal
grains constituting the coating film, and the orientation of the
crystals, by changing the CVD conditions such as a tempera-
ture, a pressure, each gas flow, and a processing time or by
suitably combining the conditions. The CVD treatment con-
ditions may be arbitrarily changed by a person skilled in the
art, and such changes do not restrict the present invention.
(Tantalum Coating Film)

The tantalum coating film obtained by the method above is
constituted by tantalum crystal grains. The tantalum coating
film has diffraction peaks corresponding to the (100) plane,
the (200) plane, the (211) plane, and the (220) plane of tan-
talum crystals in the X-ray diffraction. Furthermore, the dif-
fraction peak of the (200) plane exhibits the maximum dif-
fraction intensity, whereas the half value width of this (200)
plane is 0.2 degrees or lower. When a thermal expansion
coefficient of the carbon substrate 31 is 6.5x107°-8.0x107%/
K, the carbon substrate 31 and the tantalum coating film have
different thermal expansion coefficients. In this connection,
because the tantalum coating film has an internal stress, peak
shift and peak splitting are observed in the X-ray diffraction
pattern.

The tantalum coating film is softened at about a tempera-
ture of 1100 degrees Celsius or higher, and fits to the shape of
the irregularities on the carbon substrate 31. This allows the
tantalum coating film to enter the pores on the surface of the
carbon substrate 31, with the result that the degree of close
contact between the carbon substrate 31 and the tantalum
coating film is improved.

Now, a carburizing process of carburizing the tantalum
coating film formed by the method above will be described.
(Carburizing of Tantalum Coating Film)

In an unillustrated carburizing furnace, a carbon substrate
31 having a tantalum coating film thereon is provided (FIG.
4(b)). In the carburizing, the temperature in the carburizing
furnace is kept at 1700-2500 degrees Celsius and the pressure
in the carburizing furnace is adjusted to 1072-10 Pa. As the
carbon source for the carburizing, a graphite material for
carbon source, which is provided in advance, or carbon
included in a graphite jig in the carburizing furnace is used.
Because of the presence of such carbon, the tantalum coating
film is transformed to a tantalum carbide coating film (FIG.
4(c)).

According to the method, a tantalum coating film whose
shape fits to the irregularities on the surface of the carbon
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substrate 1 is carburized. As a result, a tantalum carbide
coating film which closely contacts the carbon substrate and
is not easily worn in a hot environment is obtained.

Note that, by repeating the tantalum coating film formation
process and the carburizing process in this order plural times
according to the method (4), it is possible to easily change the
thickness of the tantalum carbide coating film. Furthermore,
it is possible to change the thickness of the tantalum coating
film by repeating the tantalum coating film formation process
plural times before the carburizing process. When the tanta-
lum coating film formation process and the carburizing pro-
cess are repeated plural times in this order and when the
tantalum coating film formation process is repeated plural
times, the tantalum coating process is carried out while the
coating object is supported by a support. In this connection,
the position of the support is changed so that the uncoated part
formed in the initial tantalum coating film formation process
due to the support is coated in the second or subsequent
tantalum coating film formation process. With this, the tan-
talum carbide coating film is formed on the entire surface of
the carbon substrate.

Now a method using the above-described formation
method (4) of the tantalum carbide coating film and the
above-described production method of the tantalum carbide
coating film by CVD treatment will be described.
(Formation Method (5) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film)

In the tantalum carbide coating film obtained by the above-
described formation method (4) of the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film, the diffraction line of the (311) plane of the tantalum
carbide exhibits the maximum diftraction intensity in the
X-ray diffraction pattern. In the tantalum carbide coating film
obtained by the CVD treatment, the diffraction line of the
(311) plane or the (220) plane of the tantalum carbide exhibits
the maximum diffraction intensity in the X-ray diffraction
pattern.

As a result of diligent study, the inventors of the present
invention have found that, when a new tantalum carbide coat-
ing film is formed on a tantalum carbide coating film, the new
film succeeds to the crystal orientation of the base tantalum
carbide coating film. This holds true for the crystal orientation
of a tantalum carbide coating film produced by a different
production process. This characteristic makes it possible to
perform multiple coating of forming, for example, a carbur-
ized tantalum carbide coating film on a tantalum carbide
coating film produced by CVD treatment. In this connection,
the tantalum carbide coating film is preferably arranged so
that the diffraction line of the (311) plane of the tantalum
carbide is the maximum in the X-ray diffraction pattern. The
reason of this will be described later. Therefore, the tantalum
carbide coating film obtained by the above-described tanta-
lum carbide coating film formation method (4) in which the
diffraction line of the (311) plane is the maximum is prefer-
ably used as the first tantalum carbide coating film. On this
first tantalum carbide coating film, for example, a tantalum
carbide coating film is formed by CVD treatment. In this way,
a multiple coating film in which the diffraction line of the
(311) plane of the tantalum carbide exhibits the maximum
diffraction intensity in the topmost X-ray diffraction pattern
is easily obtained. Furthermore, it is possible to reduce the
number of steps to obtain a multiple coating film as compared
to the above-described case where the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film is repeatedly formed by the tantalum carbide coating
film formation method (4). However, the half value width of
the diffraction line of the (311) plane or the (220) plane in the
X-ray diffraction pattern in each coating film is preferably
0.12 degrees or lower. As a result, multiple coating films in
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which at least two different tantalum carbide coating films are
deposited in cross section are formed on a carbon substrate.

In addition to the above, the first tantalum carbide coating
film preferably has a maximum peak value of at least 80
degrees in the orientation angle of the (311) plane corre-
sponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction. Because of this, crystal
grains having (311) planes which are in parallel to the carbon
substrate surface constituting the first tantalum carbide coat-
ing film mainly exist. According to the above-described
arrangement, by forming a new tantalum carbide coating film
on a first tantalum carbide coating film, it is possible to obtain
at least two tantalum carbide coating films in which the new
film succeeds to the characteristic ofthe base film. As a result,
two or more fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide
coating films each having a small number of grain boundaries
are obtained. Furthermore, the first tantalum carbide coating
film preferably has a maximum peak value of at least 80
degrees in the orientation angle of the (220) plane corre-
sponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction. Because of this, crystal
grains having (220) planes which are in parallel to the carbon
substrate surface constituting the first tantalum carbide coat-
ing film mainly exist. According to the above-described
arrangement, by forming a new tantalum carbide coating film
on a first tantalum carbide coating film, it is possible to obtain
at least two tantalum carbide coating films in which the new
film succeeds to the characteristic ofthe base film. As a result,
two or more fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide
coating films each having a small number of grain boundaries
are obtained. Furthermore, the sum of the intensities of the
diffraction lines corresponding to the (311) plane and the
(220) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the first tanta-
lum carbide coating film is preferably not lower than 0.5 and
not higher than 0.9 as compared to the sum total of the
intensities of the diffraction lines of all crystal planes of the
tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the first
tantalum carbide coating film. Because of this, the first tan-
talum carbide coating film is constituted by sufficiently
grown tantalum carbide crystal grains. According to the
above-described arrangement, by forming a new tantalum
carbide coating film on a first tantalum carbide coating film, it
is possible to obtain at least two tantalum carbide coating
films in which the new film succeeds to the characteristic of
the base film. As a result, two or more fine-grained rigid
tantalum carbide coating films each having a small number of
grain boundaries are obtained.

Now, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material of the
present invention produced by all of the methods above will
be described. It is noted that the carbon substrate 41 corre-
sponds to the carbon substrates 1, 21, and 31 above, whereas
the tantalum carbide coating film 42 corresponds to the tan-
talum carbide coating films 2, 22, 23, and 32 above.

As shown in FIG. 5, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material 400 includes a carbon substrate 41 and a tantalum
carbide coating film 42 formed on the carbon substrate 41.
(Tantalum Carbide Coating Film 42)

The tantalum carbide coating film 42 is constituted by
tantalum carbide crystal grains. Note that, the tantalum car-
bide indicates a compound of tantalum atoms and carbon
atoms, and is represented by, for example, a chemical formula
of TaC or Ta,C.
<Orientation of Crystal Plane>

The tantalum carbide coating film 42 has a maximum peak
value of at least 80 degrees in the orientation angle of the
(311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tanta-
lum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction. Furthermore,
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the tantalum carbide coating film 42 has a maximum peak
value of at least 80 degrees in the orientation angle of the
(220) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tanta-
lum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction.

An orientation angle is measured by the method below. As
shown in FIG. 6, X-ray is applied while rotating the tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material 400, and the angles (orienta-
tion angles) at which the diffraction peaks of the (220) plane
and the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide appear are mea-
sured. The results are shown in F1GS. 9,12,15,19, 21,24, and
26. In the graphs shown in FIGS. 9,12, 15,19, 21, 24, and 26,
the horizontal axis indicates the orientation angle (o) shown
in FIG. 6. The vertical axis indicates the intensity.

Because the growth of the crystal grains is facilitated by
arranging the crystals constituting the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film to be oriented as above, the number of the grain
boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film is signifi-
cantly reduced. The reason of this will be described as below.

The crystal planes observed in the X-ray diffraction pattern
of the tantalum carbide coating film are mainly (111) plane,
(200) plane, (220) plane, (311) plane, (222) plane, and (400)
plane. Among these crystal planes, the (111) plane is in par-
allel to the (222) plane and the (200) plane is in parallel to the
(400) plane. For this reason, the discussion below deals with
the relations of the (111) plane, the (200) plane, the (220)
plane, and the (311) plane, among the crystal planes above.

Because tantalum carbide crystals are cubic crystals, plane
indices(crystallographic planes) are always normal to direc-
tional indices(crystallographic direction). In the four planes
of (111) plane, (200) plane, (220) plane, and (311) plane,
angles between the planes are always 54.7 degrees between
the (111) plane and the (200) plane, 35.3 degrees between the
(111) plane and the (220) plane, 29.5 degrees between the
(111) plane and the (311) plane, 45.0 degrees between the
(200) plane and the (220) plane, 25.2 degrees between the
(200) planeand the (311) plane, and 31.5 degrees between the
(220) plane and the (311) plane. Provided that the directional
index of a reference crystal plane is orthogonal to the carbon
substrate surface, the angles formed by the reference crystal
plane and other crystal planes are shown in Table 1.

TABLE 1

REFERENTIAL CRYSTAL PLANE

[311] [220] [111] [200]
ANGLES FORMED  [311] — 315 295 25.2
BY CRYSTAL [220] 315 — 353 45.0
PLANES [111] 295 353 — 547
©) [200] 252 45.0 547 —

<Tantalum Carbide Coating Film Formed by Formation
Method (4) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film Having Tan-
talum Coating Film Formation Process and Carburizing Pro-
cess>

The densities of tantalum and tantalum carbide are 16.65
g/cm® and 13.90 g/cm’, respectively. Because of this, volume
expansion occurs when the tantalum coating film is carbur-
ized and transformed to a tantalum carbide coating film, with
the result that the lattice spacing of each crystal plane is
widened. In this connection, it is assumed that, the more the
directional index of each crystal plane gets close to the direc-
tion vertical to the carbon substrate surface, the smaller the
internal stress of the tantalum carbide coating film becomes,
and therefore the number of grain boundaries is reduced.
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<Tantalum Carbide Coating Film Formed by Production
Methods (1), (2), and (3) of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film
by CVD Treatment>

In the tantalum carbide coating film formed by the method
(1), (2), or (3), the tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei are
formed and these crystalline nuclei are grown. The growth
direction of each crystal plane of the tantalum carbide is in
parallel to the directional index. The growth of the tantalum
carbide crystal grains is obstructed as each grain collides the
neighboring other crystal grains. It is assumed that, as the
directional index of each crystal plane in the tantalum carbide
crystal gets close to the vertical with respect to the carbon
substrate surface, an internal stress generated by neighboring
crystal grains becomes small as the growth is less obstructed.
As aresult, the crystal grains are developed and the number of
grain boundaries is lowered.

Therefore, according to Table 1, it is preferable that the
(220) plane of the tantalum carbide coating film 42 is pre-
dominantly in parallel to the carbon substrate surface and the
(311) plane is predominantly in parallel to the surface of the
carbon substrate 41. Furthermore, crystal grains in which the
(311) planes are in parallel to the surface of the carbon sub-
strate 41 and crystal grains in which the (220) planes are in
parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate 41 may be
mixed. This is understood from the fact that a difference
between the (311) plane and the (220) plane in the maximum
peak value of the orientation angle is not larger than 31.5
degrees. This makes it possible to form a fine-grained high-
strength tantalum carbide coating film 42 in which the num-
ber of grain boundaries is small.
<X-Ray Diffraction Pattern of Tantalum Carbide Coating
Film>

Preferably, one of the diffraction intensity corresponding
to the (220) plane (hereinafter, 1(220)) of the tantalum carbide
and the diffraction intensity corresponding to the (311) plane
(hereinafter, [(311)), which are calculated by the X-ray dif-
fraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film 42, is
maximum. The diffraction intensity in this case indicates a
peak value that appears in response to a diffraction angle
specific to each crystal plane. Furthermore, preferably, the
sum of 1(220) and 1(311) falls within the range of not lower
than 0.5 and not higher than 0.9 as compared to the total sum
of the X-ray diffraction intensities of the respective crystal
planes.

The total sum of the X-ray diffraction intensities of the
respective crystal planes, which is represented as (I(111)+I]
(200)+1(220)+1(311)+1(222)+1(400)), is the total sum of the
X-ray diffraction intensity (hereinafter, I(111)) calculated by
the X-ray diffraction pattern and corresponding to the (111)
plane, the X-ray diffraction intensity (hereinafter, 1(200))
corresponding to the (200) plane, the X-ray diffraction inten-
sity (hereinafter, 1(220)) corresponding to the (220) plane, the
X-ray diffraction intensity (hereinafter, I(311)) correspond-
ing to the (311) plane, the X-ray diffraction intensity (here-
inafter, 1(222)) corresponding to the (222) plane, and the
X-ray diffraction intensity (hereinafter, 1(400)) correspond-
ing to the (400) plane. Hereinafter, the total sum will be
represented as Ip. Furthermore, the X-ray diffraction intensi-
ties and the total sum thereof are all compared based on
integrated intensities.

When the sum of I(220) and 1(311) of the tantalum carbide
falls within the range of not lower than 0.5 and not higher than
0.9 with respect to the total sum Ip of the X-ray diffraction
intensities corresponding to the respective crystal planes, the
number of grain boundaries is small in the tantalum carbide
coating film.
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Note that, when the sum of 1(220) and 1(311) of the tanta-
lum carbide is less than 0.5 with respect to the total sum Ip of
the X-ray diffraction intensities corresponding to the respec-
tive crystal planes, it is considered that an internal stress
generated by neighboring crystal grains is large, with the
result that the growth of the crystal grains is obstructed and
the number of grain boundaries is large. On the other hand,
when the sum of 1(220) and 1(311) is higher than 0.9 with
respect to the total sum Ip, it is considered that the growth of
other crystal planes is insufficient in the tantalum carbide and
the crystal grains in the tantalum carbide coating film are
small.

In addition to the above, in the X-ray diffraction pattern of
the tantalum carbide coating film 42, the full width at half
maximum of the diffraction line of the (220) plane or the
(311) plane of the tantalum carbide is preferably 0.2 degrees
or lower, and more preferably 0.12 degrees or lower. The
diffraction line of the (220) plane of the tantalum carbide
appears at the diffraction angle of about 58.6 degrees, and the
diffraction line of the (311) plane appears at the diffraction
angle of about 70.0 degrees. The height of the diffraction
intensity indicates the maximum peak height. The full width
at half maximum of the diffraction line indicates the width of
the peak at the intensity half as much as the intensity at the
maximum height. This is used as an index of crystallinity.

As such, in all of the above-described formation methods
(1)-(5) of the tantalum carbide coating film, the crystal grains
significantly grow and the number of grain boundaries in the
tantalum carbide coating film is small.

The X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film 42 can be measured by using, as an X-ray analyzer,
Ulutima of Rigaku Corporation.
<Gas Permeability>

In the tantalum carbide coating film 42, the gas permeabil-
ity is preferably not higher than 10~7 cm?/s, and more pref-
erably 107%-107"! cm?*/sec. The tantalum carbide coating film
42 is fine-grained when the gas permeability falls within the
range above. The carbon substrate typically has a nitrogen gas
permeability of 1072-10> cm?/sec. For this reason, when the
nitrogen gas permeability of the tantalum carbide coating film
42 is not higher than 10~7 cm?/s, the nitrogen gas permeability
of the tantalum carbide coating film 42 is 10~° to 10~ times
higher than the nitrogen gas permeability of the carbon sub-
strate. When the tantalum carbide coating film is fine-grained,
the film is heat resistant and gas etching resistant.

The nitrogen gas permeability of the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film 42 can be measured by, for example, an apparatus
shown in FIG. 6. The following will describe a method of
measuring the nitrogen gas permeability of a sample tantalum
carbide coating film when the apparatus shown in FIG. 6 is
used.

A measurement sample is formed to be a disc having a
diameter of about 30 mm or longer, and is sufficiently dried
before the measurement of the nitrogen gas permeability. The
dried measurement sample is provided in a transmission cell
shown in FIG. 7, and the pressures of the primary and sec-
ondary sides of the transmission cell are reduced to predeter-
mined vacuum states by a rotary pump (rotary vacuum pump)
and a turbo-molecular pump. Subsequently, the rotary pump
is stopped to close a valve (V1 show in FIG. 7). Thereafter,
nitrogen gas is supplied to the primary side of the transmis-
sion cell at a constant gas pressure. The nitrogen gas moves
from the primary side to the secondary side through the mea-
surement sample, with the result that the pressure in the
secondary side starts to rise. The rate of this pressure rise is
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measured. Based on this rate of pressure rise, a gas perme-
ability (K) is calculated by the following equations (2) and

G-

K=(QL)/(AP4) @

O={(pop)Vo}/t 3

Inthis connection, K indicates a nitrogen gas permeability,
Q indicates an airflow quantity, AP indicates a pressure dif-
ference between the primary side and the secondary side, A
indicates a transmission area, L indicates the thickness of the
measurement sample, p, indicates an initial pressure in the
secondary side, p, indicates an eventual pressure in the sec-
ondary side, V, indicates a capacity of the secondary side, and
t indicates a measurement time.

Based on the measurement method and the calculation
method above, the nitrogen gas permeability (K,) of the tan-
talum carbide coating film 42 is figured out as below. First, the
nitrogen gas permeability (K,,) of the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material 400 is measured. Subsequently, the tantalum
carbide coating film 42 formed on the entirety of the carbon
substrate 41 is removed by grinding, and the nitrogen gas
permeability (K,) of only the carbon substrate 41 is mea-
sured. Thereafter, the nitrogen gas permeability (K,) is cal-
culated by the relational expression (4) below.

(Ly+Ly)/Ko=L /K +L,/K> 4

Here, L, indicates the thickness of the carbon substrate and
L, indicates the coating film of the tantalum carbide.
<Thickness of Tantalum Carbide Coating Film>

The thickness of the tantalum carbide coating film 42 is
preferably 10-100 um. When the thickness of the tantalum
carbide coating film is less than 10 um, the gas permeability
is high and hence the heat resistance and gas etching resis-
tance are insufficient.

Now, the carbon substrate will be described.

(Production Method of Carbon Substrate)

Binder (e.g., pitch) is mixed into material powder and the
mixture is molded and baked, with the result that a carbon
substrate is obtained. According to need, graphitization and
purification may be additionally carried out by known meth-
ods. Furthermore, the surface treatment of the carbon sub-
strate may be carried out. This roughens the surface of the
carbon substrate, and therefore the degree of close contact
between the carbon substrate and the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film is improved.

(Carbon Substrate)
<Ash Content of Carbon Substrate>

The carbon substrate preferably includes as small amount
of impurities as possible. More specifically, the elements
included in the carbon substrate as impurities are preferably
0.3 ppm or smaller amount of aluminum, 1.0 ppm or smaller
amount of iron, 0.1 ppm or smaller amount of magnesium,
and 0.1 ppm or smaller amount of silicon. Furthermore, the
total ash content (which may be simply denoted as ash content
in this specification) of the carbon substrate is preferably 10
ppm or less. The ash content can be measured by a method of
measuring ash content defined in JIS-R-7223.
<Gas Release Pressure of Carbon Substrate>

The gas release pressure of the carbon substrate is prefer-
ably not higher than 10~* Pa/g at a reference temperature of
1000 degrees Celsius. The gas release pressure at the refer-
ence temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius indicates a pressure
change resulting from the pressure rise in the atmosphere due
to the desorption of gas molecules adhering to the surface and
pores of the carbon substrate at the temperature of 1000
degrees Celsius. More specifically, this can be measured by
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thermal desorption spectroscopy (TDS) recited in Japanese
Patent No. 2684106. When the gas release pressure is high,
the CVD furnace is highly contaminated at the time of degas-
sing, and impurities may be included in the tantalum carbide
coating film.

<Thermal Expansion Coefficient of Carbon Substrate>

The thermal expansion coefficient of the tantalum carbide
coating film falls within the range of 6.5-8.0x107%/K. On this
account, the thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon sub-
strate preferably falls within the range of 6.5-8.0x107%/K.
Using this carbon substrate, it is possible to produce a tanta-
lum carbide-coated carbon material in which a difference in
the thermal expansion coefficient is small between the carbon
substrate and the tantalum carbide coating film. With this,
when swelling or shrinking occurs on account of a tempera-
ture change in the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material, a
thermal stress is not easily generated in the tantalum carbide
coating film and hence the tantalum carbide coating film is not
easily peeled off.

The thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon substrate
can be measured by a thermo-mechanical analyzer (Thermo
Plus2 TMA8310) of Rigaku Corporation, for example. Other
analyzers may be used instead of this.
<Density of Carbon Substrate>

The density of the carbon substrate preferably falls within
the range of 1.65-1.90 g/cm?, and more preferably falls within
the range of 1.73-1.83 g/cm’. When the density of the carbon
substrate is in the range above, the mechanical strength of the
carbon substrate is high.

An average radius of each of the pores of the carbon sub-
strate is preferably 0.01-5 um. This realizes a sufficient
anchor effect, with the result that the tantalum carbide coating
film is not easily peeled off from the carbon substrate. The
average pore radius can be measured by a mercury porosim-
eter which conducts measurement by a mercury press—in
method. The diameter corresponds to a half of the accumula-
tive pore capacity when the maximum pressure is 98 MPa and
the contact angle between the sample and mercury is 141.3
degrees. When the average pore radius is shorter than 0.01
um, the anchor effect is insufficient and hence the tantalum
carbide coating film is easily peeled off from the carbon
substrate.

The size and state of the carbon substrate are not limited to
those shown in FIGS. 2-5. The size and state of the carbon
substrate may be variously changed. Fore example, protru-
sions may be formed on the upper surface of the carbon
substrate.

Now, why the carbon substrate is used as the base will be
described. The substrate for forming the tantalum carbide
coating film is preferably a carbon substrate or a tantalum
substrate. The carbon substrate is preferred for its high pro-
cessability. On the other hand, when the tantalum substrate is
used, in some operating environments the carbon in the tan-
talum carbide coating film diffuses in the tantalum substrate,
with the result that the entirety including the substrate
become ceramic and loses toughness, i.e., becomes brittle.
For this reason, when a tough carbon substrate is used as the
central substrate, it is possible to prevent the entirety includ-
ing the substrate from being transformed into tantalum car-
bide, and therefore a high-strength long-life tantalum car-
bide-coated carbon material is produced.
<Voids>

Voids are a collective term of holes that are formed on the
surface of the tantalum carbide coating film and are several
tens to several hundreds of nanometers in radius. It is consid-
ered that the voids are formed when residual substances in the
grain boundaries are released along the grain boundaries. The
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following two are the reasons of'this. Firstly, underdeveloped
crystals of tantalum carbide, impurities, or the like remain in
the grain boundaries. Secondly, destruction tends to occur
from the grain boundaries because the strength thereof is
lower than that of the crystal grains. For these two reasons, it
is considered that the grain boundaries having low strength
are broken at the time of thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film, the residual substances in the grain
boundaries are released along the grain boundaries, and the
voids are formed. The formation of the voids is therefore
restrained in the coating film with a smaller number of grain
boundaries.

Furthermore, when the number of grain boundaries in the
tantalum carbide coating film is small, even if small cracks are
formed inside the coating film, the cracks are hardly widened
and hardly reach the surface of the tantalum carbide coating
film. It is noted that the cracks are formed by, for example, a
stress generated by a difference in the thermal expansion
coefficient between the carbon substrate and the tantalum
carbide coating film and a stress on account of thermal shock.

The tantalum carbide-coated carbon material is used in, for
example, components of a single crystal growth apparatus
and an epitaxial growth apparatus for compound semicon-
ductor and a jig. In the single crystal growth apparatus and the
epitaxial growth apparatus, etching gas such as high-tempera-
ture (not lower than 1000 degrees Celsius) ammonia gas,
hydrogen chloride gas, or the like is used. In this regard, the
fineness of the tantalum carbide coating film is deteriorated
when voids and cracks are formed therein. For this reason, the
etching gas wears the carbon substrate. Furthermore, impu-
rities released from the carbon substrate worn by the etching
gas may pass through the tantalum carbide coating film and
contaminate the product.

As described above, because the tantalum carbide coating
film 42 has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in the
orientation angle of the (311) plane corresponding to a dif-
fraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray
diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide coating
film 42 are crystal grains having the (311) planes that are in
parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate 41 which is a
part of the tantalum carbide coating film 42. Because the
growth of the crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide
coating film 42 is facilitated, it is possible to significantly
reduce the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum car-
bide coating film 42 as compared to conventional cases. A
fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film 42 is
therefore obtained, and the life of the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material 400 is extended.

Furthermore, because the tantalum carbide coating film
has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in the
orientation angle of the (220) plane corresponding to a dif-
fraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray
diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide coating
film 42 are crystal grains having the (220) planes that are in
parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate 41 which is a
part of the tantalum carbide coating film 42. Because the
growth of the crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide
coating film 42 is facilitated, it is possible to significantly
reduce the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum car-
bide coating film 42 as compared to conventional cases.

In addition to the above, because the sum of the intensities
of the diffraction lines corresponding to the (311) plane and
the (220) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum
carbide coating film 42 is not lower than 0.5 and not higher
than 0.9 as compared to the sum total of the intensities of the
diffraction lines corresponding to all crystal planes of the
tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tanta-
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lum carbide coating film 42, a tantalum carbide coating film
42 having sufficiently grown tantalum carbide crystal grains
and a significantly reduced number of grain boundaries is
obtained.

In addition to the above, because the intensity of the dif-
fraction line corresponding to the (311) plane or the (220)
plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide
coating film 42 is the maximum, the number of grain bound-
aries in the tantalum carbide coating film 42 is reduced as
compared to conventional cases.

In addition to the above, because in the X-ray diffraction
pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film 42 the half value
width of the diffraction line of the (220) plane or the (311)
plane is 0.2 degrees or lower, the tantalum carbide coating
film 42 is constituted by sufficiently grown tantalum carbide
crystal grains having high crystallinity, with the result that the
number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating
film 42 is significantly reduced as compared to conventional
cases.

In addition to the above, according to the methods (2), (4),
and (5), the crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide
coating film 42 gradually increase in size from the surface of
the carbon substrate 41 toward the outer surface of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film 42. With this, the degree of close
contact between the tantalum carbide coating film 42 and the
carbon substrate 41 is improved, whereas the number of grain
boundaries, which may cause the generation of voids, is sig-
nificantly reduced.

According to the method of the present invention (the
above-described formation method (2) of the tantalum car-
bide coating film by CVD treatment), tantalum carbide crys-
talline nuclei are formed in the concaves of the carbon sub-
strate surface, and the crystallinity of the tantalum carbide
coating film is gradually improved by gradually increasing
the production temperature in the crystal growth step.
Because this makes it possible to form a tantalum carbide
coating film fitting to the irregularities of the carbon substrate
surface, the tantalum carbide coating film is not easily peeled
off from the carbon substrate, and the number of grain bound-
aries is small in the tantalum carbide coating film as compared
to the conventional cases because the crystallinity is
improved around the outer surface of the tantalum carbide
coating film.

In addition to the above, because in the crystalline nucleus
formation step the temperatures at which the tantalum carbide
crystalline nuclei are formed are 850-950 degrees Celsius,
sufficient tantalum carbide crystalline nuclei are formed in
the concaves of the carbon substrate surface and a tantalum
carbide coating film fitting to the irregularities on the surface
of the carbon substrate is obtained, with the result that the
degree of close contact between the tantalum carbide coating
film and the carbon substrate is improved.

In addition to the above, because the temperature increase
in the heating step is 50 degrees Celsius or higher, a tantalum
carbide coating film fitting to the irregularities on the surface
of'the carbon substrate is obtained at around the surface of the
carbon substrate, whereas a tantalum carbide coating film in
which the crystal grains are grown and the number of grain
boundaries is small is obtained at around the tantalum carbide
coating film.

In addition to the above, because the production tempera-
ture is kept unchanged after the heating step, it is possible to
form a tantalum carbide coating film having grown crystal
grains. It is therefore possible to obtain a tantalum carbide
coating film having a small number of grain boundaries as
compared to the conventional cases and having a desired
thickness.
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In addition to the above, because in the heating step the
production temperature is increased at a constant rate, rapid
improvement in the crystallinity of the tantalum carbide crys-
tal grains is prevented and hence the peeling oft of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film is prevented. As a result, the crys-
tallinity of the tantalum carbide coating film is gradually
improved.

In addition to the above, according to, for example, the
above-described method (3) of the present invention, the
number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating
film 22 formed in the tantalum carbide coating film formation
process is significantly small as compared to the conventional
cases, and no impurities are released from the tantalum car-
bide coating film 22 at the time of the formation of a new
tantalum carbide coating film (second formation process).
For this reason, no impurity gas exists between the base
tantalum carbide coating film 22 and the new tantalum car-
bide coating film 23. Furthermore, the crystallinity ofthe base
tantalum carbide coating film 22 rarely changes at the time of
the formation of the new tantalum carbide coating film 23,
and hence the crystallinity of the base film 22 is substantially
identical with the crystallinity of the new tantalum carbide
coating film 23. The base tantalum carbide coating film 22
and the tantalum carbide coating film 23 therefore closely
contact each other because of the substantially no difference
in the crystallinity. As described above, because the tantalum
carbide coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80
degrees in the orientation angle of the (311) plane corre-
sponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction, mainly existing in the tan-
talum carbide coating film are crystal grains having the (311)
planes that are in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate
which is a part of the tantalum carbide coating film. Because
the growth of the crystal grains constituting the tantalum
carbide coating film is facilitated, the number of grain bound-
aries in the tantalum carbide coating film is significantly
reduced as compared to the conventional cases. A fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film is there-
fore obtained, and the life of the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material is extended.

In addition to the above, the first formation process and the
second formation process are carried out while the carbon
substrate 21 is supported by the supporting rod 25 (support),
and an uncoated part of the tantalum carbide coating film 22
formed by the supporting rod 25 in the first formation process
is coated in the second formation process. As such, the tan-
talum carbide coating film is formed on the entire surface of
the carbon substrate 21.

In addition to the above, as the formation method (2) of
tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treatment is performed
in the first formation process and the formation method (1) of
tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treatment is performed
in the second formation process, tantalum carbide crystalline
nuclei are formed in the concaves of the carbon substrate
surface, with the result that a tantalum carbide coating film
fitting to the irregularities of the carbon substrate surface is
formed. This makes it possible to obtain a tantalum carbide
coating film which is not easily peeled off from a carbon
substrate. Furthermore, the crystallinity of the tantalum car-
bide coating film is gradually improved by gradually increas-
ing the production temperature in the crystal growth step. As
a result, the crystallinity is developed at around the surface of
the tantalum carbide coating film, and therefore a tantalum
carbide coating film having a small number of grain bound-
aries as compared to the conventional cases is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
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in the orientation angle of the (220) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by
X-ray diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide
coating film are crystal grains having the (220) planes that are
in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of the tantalum carbide coating film. Because the growth of
the crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide coating
film is facilitated, the number of grain boundaries in the
tantalum carbide coating film is significantly reduced as com-
pared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, because the sum of the intensities
of the diffraction lines corresponding to the (311) plane and
the (220) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum
carbide coating film is not lower than 0.5 and not higher than
0.9 as compared to the sum total of the intensities of the
diffraction lines corresponding to all crystal planes of the
tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film, a tantalum carbide coating film
constituted by sufficiently-grown tantalum carbide crystal
grains is obtained, and therefore the number of grain bound-
aries in the tantalum carbide coating film is significantly
reduced as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, the intensity of the diffraction line
corresponding to the (311) plane or the (220) plane in the
X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film
22 is the maximum. This makes it possible to reduce the
number of grain boundaries of the tantalum carbide coating
film as compared to the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, the half value width of the diffrac-
tion line of the (311) plane or the (220) plane in the X-ray
diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film is not
higher than 0.12 degrees. Because this results in the formation
of'the first tantalum carbide coating film having high crystal-
linity and constituted by sufficiently grown tantalum carbide
crystal grains, the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum
carbide coating film is considerably reduced as compared to
the conventional cases.

In addition to the above, according to the formation method
(4) of the tantalum carbide coating film of the present inven-
tion, a tantalum coating film is formed on the surface of a
carbon substrate 1 and this tantalum coating film is trans-
formed to a tantalum carbide coating film 2. This significantly
reduces the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum car-
bide as compared to the conventional cases. Furthermore,
because the tantalum coating film is formed first on the carbon
substrate 1, the tantalum coating film is softened under a high
temperature environment, with the result that the tantalum
carbide coating film 2 fits to the irregularities on the surface of
the carbon substrate 1. A tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material having a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide
coating film and closely contacting the carbon substrate 1 is
obtained.

Furthermore, by repeating the tantalum coating film for-
mation process and the carburizing process in order, it is
possible to easily change the thickness of the tantalum car-
bide coating film.

Furthermore, the thickness of the tantalum coating film is
changeable by repeating the tantalum coating film formation
process more than once.

In addition to the above, by performing carburization at
temperatures of 1700 degrees Celsius to 2500 degrees Celsius
in the carburizing process, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material which is not easily worn under high-temperature
environments is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the thermal expansion
coefficient of the carbon substrate 1 is 6.5-8.0x10~%K, the
thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon substrate 1 is
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close to the thermal expansion coefficient of the tantalum
carbide, and hence a thermal stress applied to the tantalum
carbide coating film 2 is reduced. It is therefore possible to
obtain a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having a
tantalum carbide coating film 2 which is not easily peeled off
from a carbon substrate 1.

In addition to the above, the tantalum coating process is
carried out while a coating object is supported by a support,
and an uncoated part formed by the support in the initial
tantalum coating film formation process is coated in the sec-
ond or subsequent tantalum coating film formation process.
With this, the tantalum carbide coating film is formed on the
entire surface of the carbon substrate.

Inaddition to the above, according to the formation method
(5) of the tantalum carbide coating film of the present inven-
tion, a tantalum coating film is formed on the surface of a
carbon substrate, a first tantalum carbide coating film is
formed by transforming the tantalum coating film into a tan-
talum carbide coating film, and a second tantalum carbide
coating film is formed on the first tantalum carbide coating
film. In this way, a tantalum carbide coating film succeeding
to the crystal orientation of the first tantalum carbide coating
film is easily formed, and the number of grain boundaries is
significantly reduced as compared to the conventional cases.
As aresult, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon material having
a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating film is
obtained. Furthermore, by differentiating the production
method of the second tantalum carbide coating film from the
production method of the first tantalum carbide coating film,
only the tantalum carbide coating film formation process is
required as a production process of the first tantalum carbide
coating film, which requires the tantalum coating film forma-
tion process and the carburizing process.

In addition to the above, by carburizing the tantalum film at
temperatures of 1700 degrees Celsius to 2500 degrees Celsius
in the carburizing process, a tantalum carbide-coated carbon
material which is not easily worn under high-temperature
environments is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the thermal expansion
coefficient of the carbon substrate is 6.5-8.0x107%/K, the
thermal expansion coefficient of the carbon substrate is close
to the thermal expansion coefficient of the tantalum carbide,
and hence a thermal stress applied to the tantalum carbide
coating film is reduced. As a result, a tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material having a tantalum carbide coating film which
is not easily peeled off from a carbon substrate is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in the orientation angle of the (311) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by
X-ray diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide
coating film are crystal grains having the (311) planes thatare
in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of'the tantalum carbide coating film. This makes it possible to
obtain a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating
film in which the number of grain boundaries is small.

In addition to the above, because the tantalum carbide
coating film has a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in the orientation angle of the (220) plane corresponding to a
diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as determined by
X-ray diffraction, mainly existing in the tantalum carbide
coating film are crystal grains having the (220) planes that are
in parallel to the surface of the carbon substrate which is a part
of'the tantalum carbide coating film. This makes it possible to
obtain a fine-grained high-strength tantalum carbide coating
film in which the number of grain boundaries is small.
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In addition to the above, because the sum of the diffraction
intensities of the (311) plane and the (220) plane in the X-ray
diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film is not
lower than 0.5 and not higher than 0.9 as compared to the sum
total of the intensities of the diffraction lines corresponding to
all crystal planes of the tantalum carbide in the X-ray diffrac-
tion pattern of the tantalum carbide coating film, a tantalum
carbide coating film constituted by sufficiently-grown tanta-
lum carbide crystal grains is obtained, and therefore a fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide film in which the
number of grain boundaries is small is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the intensity of the dif-
fraction line of the (311) plane in the X-ray diffraction pattern
of the tantalum carbide coating film is the maximum, a fine-
grained high-strength tantalum carbide film in which the
number of grain boundaries is small is obtained.

In addition to the above, because the half value width of the
diffraction line of the (311) plane is not higher than 0.12
degrees in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum car-
bide coating film, high crystallinity and sufficient growth of
the crystal grains are achieved. As a result, a fine-grained
high-strength tantalum carbide coating film in which the
number of grain boundaries is small is obtained.

EXAMPLES
Examples 1-4

In these examples, a tantalum carbide coating film was
formed by the above-described formation method (1) of the
tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treatment.

A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-
ficient was 7.8x107%K, the gas release pressure was 107°
Pa/g at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the
ash content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the
thickness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment under
the CVD treatment conditions shown in Table 2 below, and a
tantalum carbide coating film was formed on the carbon sub-
strate. In this connection, the composition ratio C/Ta of the
tantalum carbide coating film was adjusted to 1.0 to 2.0.

TABLE 2
TEMPER- PRES- TANTALUM  METH-
ATURE SURE PENTACHLO- ANE  ARGON
() (TORR) RIDE (SCCM) (SCCM) (SCCM)
EXAM 900 5 20 500 4000
PLE1
EXAM 950 5 20 500 4000
PLE2
EXAM 1000 5 20 500 4000
PLE3
EXAM 1050 5 20 500 4000
PLE4

Images (SEM images) of the surfaces of the tantalum car-
bide coating films obtained in Example 1-4, which were taken
by an electron microscope, are shown in FIG. 8(a), and the
X-ray diffraction patterns are shown in FIG. 8(5).

As shown in FIG. 8(a), in the SEM images of Example 1-4,
the crystal grains of the tantalum carbide coating film were
observed. Furthermore, according to FIG. 8(54), the (111)
plane, the (200) plane, the (220) plane, the (311) plane, the
(222) plane, and the (400) plane were observed in the X-ray
diffraction patterns of Example 1-4, and the diffraction line of
at least one of the (220) plane and the (311) plane exhibited
the highest diffraction intensity.

30
Now, the sum of the [(220) and the I(311) with respect to Ip
in Examples 1-4 and the evaluation result of the half value
width of the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide in each

coating film are shown in Table 3.
5

TABLE 3
HALF VALUE WIDTH
OF (311) PLANE
" (1(220) + I311))Ip ©)
EXAMPLE1 0.68 0.18
EXAMPLE2 0.69 0.12
EXAMPLE3 0.85 0.11
EXAMPLEA4 0.90 0.10
15

According to Table 3, the sum of 1(220) and 1(311) with
respect to Ip in each of Examples 1-4 fell within the range of
not lower than 0.5 and not higher than 0.90, and the half value
width of the (311) plane was 0.20 or lower.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 3, are shown
in FIG. 9.

According to FIG. 9, the tantalum carbide coating film of
Example 3 had a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in the orientation angles ofthe (220) plane and the (311) plane
corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction. In this regard, the crystal
grains of the tantalum carbide were grown, and the number of
grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film was
small.

Furthermore, after the thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film of Examples 1-4 at 1600 degrees Celsius,
no voids were observed on the surface of the tantalum carbide
coating film.
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Examples 5 and 6

In these examples, a tantalum carbide coating film was
formed by the above-described formation method (2) of the
tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treatment.

A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-
ficient was 7.8x10"%/K, the gas release pressure was 107°
Pa/g at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the
ash content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the
thickness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment under
the CVD treatment temperature conditions shown in Table 4
below, and a tantalum carbide coating film was formed on the
graphite substrate. In this connection, the composition ratio
C/Ta of the tantalum carbide coating film was adjusted to 1.0
10 2.0. The pressure in the furnace and the gas flow in the CVD
treatment were arranged to be identical with those in
Examples 1-4.
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TABLE 4
TEMPERATURE
AFTER TEMPERATURE
PROCESSING TEMPERATURE  INCREASE
TEMPERATURE ~ INCREASE RATE

60 ©c) C) (° C./hr)

EXAMPLES5 940 1000 100

EXAMPLEG6 900 1000 100
65  InExamples 5 and 6, the CVD treatment temperature was

gradually increased at the rate of 100 degrees Celsius/Hr, the
heating was stopped when the treatment temperature reached
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1000 degrees Celsius, and a tantalum carbide coating film
was formed until a desired thickness was obtained, while the
treatment temperature was kept at 1000 degrees Celsius.
Images (SEM images) of the cross sections of the obtained
tantalum carbide coating film, which were taken by an elec-
tron microscope, are shown in FIG. 10.

As shown in FIG. 10, the tantalum carbide coating film was
formed in the pores and the concaves of the carbon substrate
surface in Examples 5 and 6. The tantalum carbide crystals
constituting the tantalum carbide coating film clearly increase
in size gradually from around the surface of the graphite
substrate toward the outer surface of the coating film. Fur-
thermore, the crystal grains were grown at around the outer
surface of the tantalum carbide coating film, and the number
of the grain boundaries were significantly reduced.

Results of the X-ray diffraction patterns of Examples 5 and
6 are shown FIG. 11. According to FIG. 11, in the X-ray
diffraction patterns of Examples 5 and 6, the (111) plane, the
(200) plane, the (220) plane, the (311) plane, the (222) plane,
and the (400) plane were observed. Furthermore, the diffrac-
tion line of at least one of the (220) plane and the (311) plane
exhibited the highest diffraction intensity.

Now, the sum of 1(220) and 1(311) with respect to Ip in
Examples 5 and 6 and the evaluation result of the half value
width of the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide of each
coating film are shown in Table 5.

TABLE 5
HALF VALUE WIDTH
OF (311) PLANE
(1(220) + I311))/Ip ©)
EXAMPLES 0.60 0.10
EXAMPLE6 0.64 0.10

According to Table 5, in Examples 5 and 6 the sum of
1(220) and I(311) with respect to Ip fell within the range of not
lower than 0.5 and not higher than 0.90, and the half value
width of the (311) plane was 0.20 or lower.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 6, are shown
in FIG. 12.

According to FIG. 12, the tantalum carbide coating film of
Example 6 had a maximum peak value of at least 80 degrees
in the orientation angles of the (220) plane and (311) plane
corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tantalum carbide as
determined by X-ray diffraction. In this regard, the crystal
grains of the tantalum carbide were grown, and the number of
grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coating film was
small.

Furthermore, after the thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film obtained in Examples 5 and 6 at 1600
degrees Celsius, no voids were observed on the surface of the
tantalum carbide coating film.

Examples 7 and 8
In these examples, a tantalum carbide coating film was
formed by the above-described formation methods (2) and (3)
of the tantalum carbide coating film by CVD treatment.
Example 7
A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-

ficient was 8x1079/K, the gas release pressure was 107 Pa/g
at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the ash
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content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the thick-
ness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment at the CVD
treatment temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, with the
result that a base tantalum carbide coating film was formed on
the graphite substrate. In this connection, the composition
ratio C/Ta ofthe tantalum carbide coating film was adjusted to
1.0 to 2.0. The conditions such as the pressure in the CVD
treatment and the material gas were identical with those in
Examples 1-4. Thereafter, the obtained tantalum carbide-
coated carbon material was subjected to CVD treatment
under the CVD conditions identical with the above, and a new
tantalum carbide coating film was formed.

Example 8

A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-
ficient was 8x107%/K, the gas release pressure was 107° Pa/g
at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the ash
content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the thick-
ness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment at the CVD
treatment temperature of 900 degrees Celsius, with the result
that a tantalum carbide coating film was formed on the graph-
ite substrate. Thereafter, the CVD treatment temperature was
gradually increased at the rate of 100 degrees Celsius/Hr, the
heating was stopped when the treatment temperature reached
1000 degrees Celsius, and a base tantalum carbide coating
film was formed until a desired thickness was obtained, while
the treatment temperature was kept at 1000 degrees Celsius
and the composition ratio of C/Ta of the coating film was
adjusted to 1.0-2.0. Thereafter, the CVD treatment was per-
formed again on the base coating film at the CVD treatment
temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, and a new tantalum
carbide coating film was formed. The conditions such as the
pressure and material gas in this case was arranged to be
identical with those in Examples 1-4.

Images (SEM images) of the cross sections of the obtained
tantalum carbide coating films, which were taken by an elec-
tron microscope, are shown in FIG. 13. According to FIG. 13,
in Examples 7 and 8, the crystal grains of the new tantalum
carbide coating film formed by double coating were grown in
succession to the growth of the crystal grains of the base
tantalum carbide coating film. For this reason, peeling off did
not occur at the boundary surface of the multiple coating films
(i.e., at the boundary surface between the base tantalum car-
bide coating film and the new tantalum carbide coating film).

Now, the results of the X-ray diffraction patterns of
Examples 7 and 8 are shown in FI1G. 14. According to FIG. 14,
in the X-ray diffraction patterns of Examples 7 and 8, the
(111) plane, the (200) plane, the (220) plane, the (311) plane,
the (222) plane, and the (400) plane were observed. Further-
more, the diffraction line of at least one of the (220) plane and
the (311) plane exhibited the highest diffraction intensity.

Now, the sum of 1(220) and I(311) with respect to Ip in
Examples 7 and 8 and the evaluation result of the half value
width of the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide of each
coating film are shown in Table 6.

TABLE 6
HALF VALUE WIDTH
OF (311) PLANE
(1(220) + I311))Ip ©)
EXAMPLE7 0.68 0.10
EXAMPLES 0.64 0.10

According to Table 6, in Examples 7 and 8 the sum of
1(220) and I(311) with respect to Ip fell within the range ofnot
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lower than 0.5 and not higher than 0.90, and the half value
width of the (311) plane was 0.20 or lower.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 7, are shown
in FIG. 15. According to FIG. 12, the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film of Example 6 had a maximum peak value of at least
80 degrees in the orientation angles of the (220) plane and
(311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tanta-
lum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction. In this case,
the crystal grains of the tantalum carbide were developed and
the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film was small.

Furthermore, after the thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film obtained in Examples 7 and 8 at 1600
degrees Celsius, no voids were observed on the surface of the
tantalum carbide coating film.

Example 9

In this example, a tantalum carbide coating film was
formed by the above-described formation method (4) of the
tantalum carbide coating film.

A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-
ficient was 7.8x10"%/K, the gas release pressure was 107°
Pa/g at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the
ash content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the
thickness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment under
the CVD treatment conditions shown in Table 7 below, with
the result that a tantalum coating film was formed on the
graphite substrate.

TABLE 7
PRES- TANTALUM
TEMPER- SURE PENTACHLORIDE HYDROGEN ARGON
ATURE (°) (TORR) (sceMm) (SCCM) (scem)
1000 5 20 500 4000

An images (SEM image) of the cross section of the
obtained tantalum coating film, which was taken by an elec-
tron microscope, and the X-ray diffraction pattern are shown
in FIG. 16. FIG. 16(a) shows the SEM image, whereas FIG.
16(b) shows the X-ray diffraction pattern. According to FIG.
16, in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum coating
film, the (111) plane, the (200) plane, the (221) plane, and the
(220) plane were observed. Furthermore, the diffraction line
of'the (200) plane exhibited the highest diffraction intensity.
Furthermore, the half value width of the (200) plane was 0.2
degrees or lower.

Subsequently, the tantalum coating film was carburized
under the conditions below. A graphite substrate having the
tantalum coating film was placed in a carburizing furnace
together with a carbon source, and carburizing was carried out
for an hour while the temperature in the carburizing furnace
was kept at 2200 degrees Celsius and the pressure in the
carburizing furnace was kept at 2.0 Pa. As a result, a tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material of Example 9 was obtained.

Images of the surfaces of the tantalum carbide coating film
of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material obtained in
Example 9, which were taken by an electron microscope, are
shown in FIG. 17. FIG. 17(a) shows the surface SEM image,
whereas FIG. 17(b) shows the cross sectional SEM image. As
observed in FIG. 17, the tantalum carbide coating film
obtained by carburizing the tantalum coating film has a sig-
nificantly smaller number of grain boundaries. It is also
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observed that the tantalum carbide coating film fits to the
irregularities on the surface of the graphite substrate.

Now, the result of the X-ray diffraction pattern of Example
9 is shown in FIG. 18. According to FIG. 18, in the X-ray
diffraction pattern of Example 9, the (111) plane, the (200)
plane, the (220) plane, the (311) plane, the (222) plane, and
the (400) plane were observed. Furthermore, the diffraction
line of the (311) plane exhibited the highest diffraction inten-
sity.

Now, the sum of 1(220) and I(311) with respect to Ip in
Example 9 and the evaluation result of the half value width of
the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide of each coating film
are shown in Table 8.

TABLE 8
HALF VALUE WIDTH
OF (311) PLANE
(1(220) + I311))Ip ©)
EXAMPLE9 0.61 10

According to Table 8, in Example 9 the sum of [(220) and
1(311) with respect to Ip fell within the range of not lower than
0.5 and not higher than 0.90, and the half value width of the
(311) plane was 0.20 or lower.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 9, are shown
in FIG. 19. According to FIG. 19, the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film of Example 9 had a maximum peak value of at least
80 degrees in the orientation angles of the (220) plane and
(311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the tanta-
lum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction. In this case,
the crystal grains of the tantalum carbide were developed and
the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film was small.

Furthermore, after the thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film obtained in Example 9 at 1600 degrees
Celsius, no voids were observed on the surface of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film.

Example 10

In this example, a tantalum carbide coating film was
formed by the above-described formation method (4) of the
tantalum carbide coating film using carburization.

First of all, a base tantalum carbide coating film was
formed on a graphite substrate in the same manner as
Example 9. An image (SEM image) of the surface of the base
tantalum carbide coating film, which was taken by an electron
microscope, and the X-ray diffraction pattern are shown in
FIG. 20. FIG. 20(a) shows the SEM image whereas FIG.
20(b) shows the X-ray diffraction pattern. According to FIG.
20, in the X-ray diffraction pattern of the base tantalum car-
bide coating film, the (111) plane, the (200) plane, the (220)
plane, the (311) plane, the (222) plane, and the (400) plane
were observed. Furthermore, the diffraction line of the (311)
plane exhibited the highest diffraction intensity. Furthermore,
the sum ((1(220)+1(311))/Ip) of 1(220) and I(311) of the base
tantalum carbide coating film with respect to Ip was 0.53, and
the half value width of the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide
was 0.10 degrees.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 10, are
shown in FIG. 21. According to FIG. 21, the tantalum carbide
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coating film of Example 10 had a maximum peak value of at
least 80 degrees in the orientation angles of the (220) plane
and (311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the
tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction.

Now, a graphite substrate in which the base tantalum car-
bide coating film was formed was subjected to CVD treat-
ment under the conditions shown in Table 9, and a tantalum
carbide coating film was formed.

TABLE 9
TEMPER- PRES- TANTALUM  METH-
ATURE SURE PENTACHLO- ANE  ARGON
() (TORR) RIDE (SCCM) (SCCM) (SCCM)
EXAM- 1000 5 20 100 4000
PLE10

Images of the surfaces of the new tantalum carbide coating
film obtained by the CVD treatment, which were taken by an
electron microscope, are shown in FIG. 22. FI1G. 22(a) shows
the surface SEM image whereas FIG. 22(5) shows the cross
sectional SEM image. As observed in FIG. 22, because the
tantalum carbide coating film grew in succession to the
growth of the crystal grains of the base tantalum carbide
coating film, the cross sectional SEM image of FIG. 22(b)
shows that two different types of tantalum carbide coating
films were deposited.

Now, the result of the X-ray diffraction pattern of a new
tantalum carbide coating film obtained under the conditions
of Example 10 is shown in FIG. 23. According to FIG. 23, in
the X-ray diffraction pattern of Example 10, the (111) plane,
the (200) plane, the (220) plane, the (311) plane, the (222)
plane, and the (400) plane were observed. Furthermore, the
diffraction line of the (311) plane exhibited the highest dif-
fraction intensity. This seems to be because the new tantalum
carbide coating film grew in succession to the crystal orien-
tation of the base tantalum carbide coating film.

Now, the sum of 1(220) and 1(311) with respect to Ip in
Example 10 and the evaluation result of the half value width
of'the (311) plane of the tantalum carbide of each coating film
are shown in Table 8.

TABLE 10
HALF VALUE WIDTH
OF (311) PLANE
(1(220) + I311))/Ip ©)
EXAMPLE1L0 0.61 0.10

According to Table 10, in Example 10 the sum of 1(220)
and I(311) with respect to Ip fell within the range of not lower
than 0.5 and not higher than 0.90, and the half value width of
the (311) plane was 0.20 or lower.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Example 10, are
shown in FIG. 24. According to FIG. 24, the tantalum carbide
coating film of Example 10 had a maximum peak value of at
least 80 degrees in the orientation angles of the (220) plane
and (311) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of the
tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction. In this
case, the crystal grains of the tantalum carbide were devel-
oped and the number of grain boundaries in the tantalum
carbide coating film was small.
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Furthermore, after the thermal treatment of the tantalum
carbide coating film obtained in Example 10 at 1600 degrees
Celsius, no voids were observed on the surface of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film.

Comparative Examples 1 and 2

A graphite substrate in which the thermal expansion coef-
ficient was 7.8x107%/K, the gas release pressure was 107°
Pa/g at a reference temperature of 1000 degrees Celsius, the
ash content was 2 ppm, the diameter was 60 mm, and the
thickness was 10 mm was subjected to CVD treatment under
the CVD treatment conditions shown in Table 11 below, with
the result that a tantalum carbide coating film was formed on
the graphite substrate. In this connection, the composition
ratio C/Ta ofthe tantalum carbide coating film was adjusted to
1.0to0 2.0.

TABLE 11

TEM-

PERA- PRES- TANTALUM  PRO-

TURE SURE PENTACHLO- PANE  ARGON

()  (TORR) RIDE (SCCM) (SCCM) (SCCM)
COMPAR- 840 10 20 250 4000
ATIVE
EXAM-
PLE1
COMPAR- 800 10 20 250 4000
ATIVE
EXAM-
PLE2

An image of the surface of the tantalum carbide coating
film of the tantalum carbide-coated carbon material obtained
in Comparative Example 1, which was taken by an electron
microscope, and the X-ray diffraction pattern are shown in
FIG. 25. FIG. 25(a) shows the SEM image whereas FIG.
25(b) shows the X-ray diffraction pattern. According to FIG.
25, there were many small crystal grains on the surface of the
tantalum carbide coating film shown in the SEM image of
Comparative Example 1. In the X-ray diffraction pattern of
Comparative Example 1, the (111) plane, the (200) plane, the
(220) plane, the (311) plane, the (222) plane, and the (400)
plane were observed. Furthermore, the diffraction line of the
(220) plane exhibited the highest diffraction intensity. Fur-
thermore, the half value width of the tantalum carbide (220)
plane was 0.15 degrees.

The orientation angles of the (220) plane and the (311)
plane of the tantalum carbide, observed as a result of the
X-ray diffraction of the surface layer of Comparative
Example 1, are shown in FIG. 26. According to FIG. 26, the
tantalum carbide coating film of Comparative Example 1 has
amaximum peak value of at least 80 degrees in the orientation
angle ofthe (220) plane corresponding to a diffraction peak of
the tantalum carbide as determined by X-ray diffraction. The
peakvalue ofthe (311) plane corresponding to the (220) plane
exhibiting the maximum peak value was observed at a posi-
tion where the orientation angle is deviated for about 31.5
degrees. This indicates that the (220) plane of each of the
crystal grains constituting the tantalum carbide coating film
of Comparative Example 1 are predominantly in parallel to
the surface of the carbon substrate. Furthermore, the maxi-
mum peak value of the (311) plane was at an angle of less than
80 degrees. For these reasons, the tantalum carbide coating
film of Comparative Example 1 had many grain boundaries
because the growth of the crystal grains were obstructed.
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Now, the result of observation of the surface of the tanta-
lum carbide coating film after the tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material formed under the CVD treatment conditions
of Comparative Example 1 was thermally treated at 1600
degrees Celsius will be described with reference to FIG. 27.
As shown in FIG. 27, many voids were formed on the tanta-
lum carbide coating film. Furthermore, as the surface of the
tantalum carbide coating film was observed after the tantalum
carbide-coated carbon material formed at the CVD treatment
conditions of Comparative Example 2 was thermally treated
at 1600 degrees Celsius, voids were formed in a similar man-
ner on the tantalum carbide coating film of Comparative
Example 2.

Comparative Example 3

By the method similar to Comparative Example 1, a base
tantalum carbide coating film was formed in a graphite sub-
strate. The obtained tantalum carbide-coated carbon material
was subjected to CVD treatment under the same CVD con-
ditions as Comparative Example 1 (Table 11), with the result
that a new tantalum carbide coating film was formed on the
base tantalum carbide coating film. Animage (SEM image) of
the cross section of the obtained tantalum carbide-coated
carbon material, which was taken by an electron microscope,
is shown in FIG. 28.

FIG. 28 shows that there was a clear border between the
tantalum carbide coating film and the new tantalum carbide
coating film. In Comparative Example 3, impurities were
released from the base tantalum carbide coating film at the
time of the formation of the new tantalum carbide coating
film, and the impurity gas was trapped between the base
tantalum carbide coating film and the tantalum carbide coat-
ing film. It was confirmed that the new tantalum carbide
coating film peeled off. Furthermore, after the base tantalum
carbide coating film formed in Comparative Example 3 was
thermally treated, when a new tantalum carbide coating film
was formed under the same conditions (multiple coating), it
was confirmed that the base tantalum carbide coating film and
the new tantalum carbide coating film were significantly dif-
ferent in the crystallinity, and therefore the new tantalum
carbide coating film did not closely contact the base tantalum
carbide coating film.

The scope of the present invention is not limited only to the
preferred embodiment and the examples above. The protec-
tion scope of the present invention must be analyzed by the
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appended claims and it should be analyzed that all spirits
within a scope equivalent thereto are included in the
appended claims of the present invention.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1, 21, 31, 41 CARBON SUBSTRATE
2,22,23, 32, 42 COATING FILM
400 TANTALUM CARBIDE-COATED CARBON MATE-

RIAL

The invention claimed is:

1. A tantalum carbide-coated carbon material, comprising:

a carbon substrate; and

a tantalum carbide coating film on which the carbon sub-
strate is provided,

wherein,

the tantalum carbide coating film comprises one or more
tantalum carbide crystals,

a (311) plane of the tantalum carbide crystals has a maxi-
mum intensity at an orientation angle o of at least 80
degrees as determined by a pole figure measurement
with an X-ray diffraction, and

a sum of diffraction intensities of the (311) plane and a
(220) plane of the tantalum carbide crystals in an X-ray
diffraction pattern is not lower than 0.5 and not higher
than 0.9 as compared to a sum total of diffraction inten-
sities of all crystal planes of the tantalum carbide crys-
tals in the X-ray diffraction pattern.

2. The tantalum carbide-coated carbon material according

to claim 1, wherein,

a (220) plane of the tantalum carbide crystals in the tanta-
lum carbide coating film has a maximum intensity at the
orientation angle o of at least 80 degrees as determined
by the pole figure measurement with the X-ray diffrac-
tion.

3. The tantalum carbide-coated carbon material according

to claim 1, wherein,

an intensity of a diffraction line corresponding to the (311)
plane or a (220) plane in an X-ray diffraction pattern of
the tantalum carbide coating film is maximum.

4. The tantalum carbide-coated carbon material according

to claim 1, wherein,

in an X-ray diffraction pattern of the tantalum carbide
coating film, a half value width of a diffraction line of a
(220) plane or the (311) plane is 0.2 degrees or lower.
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